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ADVERTISEMENT 



IT is perhaps ncceflary to acquaint the Public, that 
the Author of this Poem, defigncd not at firft 
to enlarge the work with fo many notes ; but, to 
avoid this, propofed to refer his readers to any one 
of the modern Diftionaries, which Ihould be thought 
moft proper for explaining the technical terms occa- 
fionally mentioned in the Poem ; but after ftrift ex- 
amination of them all, including a filly inadequate 
Eerformancc that has lately appeared by a Sea-Officer, * 
e could by no means recommend their explanations, 
without forfeiting his claim to the character affumcd 
in the Title-Page, of which he is much more tena* 
cious than of his reputation as a poet. 

Although it is fo frequent a praflice to take the 
advantage of public approbation, and raife the price 
of performj^nces that have been much encouraged, 
the Author choofcs to fteer in a quite different chan- 
nel : it being a confiderable time fince the firft Edi- 
tion fold off, [notwithftanding the high price, and the 
lingularity of the fubjeft] he might very juftly con- 
tinue the price, but as it deterred a number of the 
inferior officers of the fea from purchafing it ; at their 
repeated requefts it has been printed nov/ in a fmal- 
ler Edition : at the fame time, the Author is lorry to 
dbferve, that the gentlemen of the fea, for whofe en- 
tertainment it was chiefly calculated, have hardly 
niade one tenth of the purchafers, 

* Can a fea-o^cer be fo ignorant as to miflake the names gf 
the moft cotnmoa things in a fhip ? 

B 



A R G U xM E N T. 



Propofal of the fubjeSl — Invocation — Apology — Addrefs 

. to Memory^ whofe appearance and emblems are defcrib'id. 
She relates the ftory — Account of the fhip Britannia 
en her pajfage from Egypt to Venice — Short review of 
the former part of the voyage^ and time of her abfence 
from home-— Joyful e^peSiatigns of a fpeedy return^ as 
bound from Venice to ^ritair> — The fhip occafionally 
touches at C^ncjia, ivherefhe is four days detained by a 

". , calm — Comparifon of the antient and modern condition 
of that ijtandr --Mifery of the adjacent Cyclades 

^ {Ifles of the Ar(M^z\2^^b)—Seafoh of the year 

Some account of the mcijter and officers -Seve- 
ral prognoftics of a Jlcrni — •;— The fhip weighs anchor 

— Morniug and 
— Beauty of a 



in lights fhif ting breezes by moonlight — 

Sun-rife Operation of an azimuth — 

dying dolphin Thejhore defcribed as the fhip paffes 

—A water-Jpout — Suppofed cdufe of its rife—Caufe and 
effe^s of its fall — Defer ipt ion of the cyprefs-grove' 
formerly conf ^crated to Jupiter — Increafe and direSion 
of the gale — The fhifs progrefs along the coq^—Sail 
Jbortened — Appearance of Cape Spac^o. ' 
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. THE 

SHIP WRECK. 

CANTO L 

T T THILE jarring interc;fts wake the World to^rmS^ 
V ^ . And fright the peaceful plains with fierce 

alarms i 

ft 

While Albbn bids th* avenging thunders roll 

Along her vaflal deep from pole to pole ; 

Declining firains that fwell with Partial rage, 5 

An unknown Author treads th'Aonian ftage. 

Far other lays of lad diftrefs to fing. 

Than ever trembled frorn the claflic firing : 

1*0 paint a fcene yet ftrange to epic lore, 

Whofe defart foil no laurel ever bore ; 10 

Where hoftile elements conflifting rife. 

And lawlefs furies fwell againft the flcies ; 

Where dangers cro\Vli in terrible array. 

And Valor links, o'erwhelmM in deep difmay. 

" B « J9 



4.^ THE S H I P W R E C K. 

Yt all-recording Nine F whofe fecred (trains 15 
With fweet inchantment charm Elyfian plains, 

* 

Whofe golden trumpets,, fraught with endlefs fame. 
Arts, arms, and heroes, to all fpace proclaim ; 
Or, in lamenting elegies, exprefs 
The varied pang of exquifite diftrefs ; zo 

tune my harp to fofteft notes of woe ! 
And let the numbers fadly-focial flow I 
The fate, m lively forrow, to deplore. 

Of wanderers ihipwrcck'd on a leeward ibOFe ^ 

And while my lines the nautic theme difplay, 2;^ 

Piflblve in fympathy the weeping lay ! 

Unknown tq Phoebus or the tuneful Nine, 

1 feel no animating ray divine : 

Doona'd far, O I far from Weft Pieria's fhpre, 
Th* immeafurabie deep to wander o*er : 
Alternate change of climates I have known, 3:0 

And felt the fierce extremes of either 2one ; 
Where arftic ftorms congeal eternal fnow. 
Or equinoctial funs iutenfely glow : 
From where far-rolPd Peruvian billows roar, . 
To the bki^k coafts of favage Labrador ; '35 

Frooi 
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/ 

From where l!)amafcus> pride of Afian plains. 

Stoops her proud neck beneath tyrannic chains ; 

To where the Ifthmus, lav'd by adverfc tides, 

Atlantic and Pacific feas divides : 

But while I meafur'd o'er the painful race, 40 

In Fortune's wild, illimitable chace, 

Adveriity, companion of my way ! 

• ^randifht aloft her fcourge, with iron fway ; 

Bade new diftrefles every inftant grow, 44 

And markt each change of place with change of woe : 

In regions, where; th* Almighty's ch softening Hand 

With livid Peftilence afflidls the land v 

Or where pale Famine blafts the hopeful year,. 

DifFufing want and mifery fevere ; 

Or where at fea the broad embattled line 5a 

Of hoftile {hips, in flaming combat join ; 

"Where ftorms and waves the helplefs bark afTail, 

Till o'er her crew diftrefs and death prevail. 

Such joylefs toils in early youth ondur'd, 

Th' expanding dawn of mental day oblcur'd > 55 

Each genial paflion of the (oul fuppreft, 

• ■ ,9 

And qucncht the ardor kindling in my breaft. 

Then 
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Then cenfure notfererc the native fong, 
Tho jarring founds the meafur'd ^erfe prolong t 
Tho terms uncouth offend the fofter car, C0 

^ Yet truth, and human anguilh deign to heir ! 
No. laurel wreathes the lays attempt to claim. 
Nor fculptur'd braf? to tell the poet's namc^ 
Thee Memory! too, the tragic tale implores, 
Arife ! approach ! unlock thy treafur*d (lores \ 6$ 

' She comes confeft, aufpicious to the fight, 
0*er all, my foul difFufing facred light:. 
Serenely mild her look -, around her head 
Refulgent wreaths of azure glory fpread : 
Her radiant wings like Iris' flaming bow, yo 

With various hues in rich profufion glow ; 
With thefe, along th* immenfity of fpace. 
She fcours the rapid, intelleftual race : 
In her right hand an ample roll appears. 
Containing annals of preceding years ^ 75 

With every wife and noble art of man. 
Since firft the circling hours their courfe began^^ 

Her left a iiWer wand eredt employs, 

Whofe magic touch Oblivion's gloonvdcftroyj: 

6 The 
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Tk^ fugitive ide^s fl^e reftores. So 

And calls the ,wandenng thought from Lethe*s Ihores^ 

r 

To things Igng paft, a fecond date Ihe gives; 
And hpary 'XiV^c from her frelh youth receive^ j 
Congenial fifter of undying Fame 
-She fhares her power, and Memory is her name, 85 

O ! firft-born daughter of primeval Time> . 
By whom tranfmitted down in every clime. 
The deeds of ages long elapft are known. 
And blazoh'd glories fpread from zone to zone ; 
Whofe magic breath difpells the mental night, 90 
And o'er ob'fcur'd ideas pours the light ! 
Say ! oij what feas, for thou alone canft tell. 
What agonies a fated Ihip befel ? 
Full Qjn my foul the dreadful fcene dilplay, 
^d give its latent horrors to the day ! ^^ 

A Ihip from Egypt, o'er the watery plain ~ 

It 

Defign'd her courfe to Adria's rich domain : 

From fair Britannia's ille deriv'd her nam^, 100 

And thence her crew, the (laves of Fortune, Came. 

The 
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i 

The flying phantom eager, they purfu'd, ICX> 

And fought in certain ills, imagined good : 
Tho cautioned oft her flippery path to fhun, 
Hope (till with promisM joys allured thc«i on ; 
And, while they liften'd to her winning lore. 
The fofter fcenes of peace could pleafe no more. 105 
Long abfent, they from friends and native home. 
Were o'er the cheerlefs main inur'd to roam -, ^ . 
Yet Heaven, in pity to feverc diftrefi. 
Each painful voyage ended with fuccefs ; 
Still to compenfate toils and anguilh paft, 
Reftor'd then> to maternal plains at laft. 

Thrice the revolving Sun in bright career, 
Acrofs th' Equator roird his flaming fphere. 
Since laft the veflel launched from Albion'3 ifle, 
•With daring keel to plow the Uquid foil ; 115 

She thro' the yielding flood from Ihore to Ihore 
Convey'd, unwearying, her commercial ftdre : 
The richeft ports of Afric fhe had view'd, 
And thence to Italy her courfe purfu'd : 
Then paft along Trinacria*s burning ifle. 
And vifited the margin of the Nile. 



no 
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The feafon to return proceeds. ^paqis !;,, . ; 

They, blind to Fate's immutable decree. 
No intei:vening"in€id^ntsfor^J^e;: :;;::'.;- • - -- "'"125 
From Venice homeward now tfeiey.fecili' to ileet; . 
No tempefts to reCifd* nO peril? near ^ ;> . - . '": 

Er4ani*d by Hope; their throbing' hearts elatey '• ^ "^ 
Ideal pleafures vajnly. anteddtci i. ' i c * 

Before whofe vivid intclle(9tual ray; . ^ ^ 1*310 

Diftrefs recedes, and Danger melts away. 
Already Britifli coafls: ^pcar tol rife^ . - • ' \rl 
The chalky cliffs- faliitc their loiigii;^ eyes 1 ^ ^* 
Each to his brea^^ where floods of raptairc roll. 
Embracing ftrains the miftrefi of his loui: 135 

Ev*n they Love's foft inipreffions too' can feel, 
Whofe ftubborn hearts are lheath*d ih triple fteel s 
Each bofom heaves AfFc6tion's gt Auifle figh. 
And beams of nature kindle every eye* . 
Nor left o'erjoy'd, with fympathetit truth, 140 

Each faithful maid expe&ai th" approaching youth j 

• ■ ' . .' . 

In diftant fouls congenial paffions glow, 

m 
• •, * ' # * \ 

And mutual feelings, mutual blifsbefljow* 

C Such 
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Such ihadowy bappmc(s their thought employs, 
Illufion all, and ^ifionary joys ! 145 



Thus time elapll while o'er the pathlefs tide 
The fldl&l chiefs their gallant veffel guide. 
Occafion call'd jto touch at Candia's Ihore, 
Which, bleft with favoring gales, they foon explore ; 
The haven enter, borne before, the gale, tgo 

Difpatch their commerce and prepare to f^L • 

« « • - 

Eternal powers.! how conqurl): has defao'd 

This iflci and laid her noble cities wafte t 

Her ixatives^ in antiquity ftill fam'd, 

it 

The circling ftatea with admiration nam'd, 155 

But fallen and loft appears their glory now ! 

To Ottoman's imperious yoke they bow : 

No thirft of Fame the drbopmg heart infpires, . 

-JFor ftern Oppreffion kills their noble fires. 

cTho ftill luxfurijint Plenty crowns her plains, ' 160 

Whofe produce all the Cyclades maintains 5 

« 
Sharp penury, afilidts thefe wretched ifles, 

There Hope ne'er dawns, Proijpcrity ne'er imiles j. 
'■ The 
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The vaffal wretch concentcd drags his chain. 

And vie^irs his familh'i babes latnent in vain : % 6^ 

Thefe eyes have fccn the barren cultured foil 

A feventh year mock the weary laborer*s tbil. 

No blooming Venus, on the defart ihore. 

Elated, fees her vaffal gods adore : 

No Helens here with lovely, fatal charms, 1 70 

Excite th* avenging chiefs of Greece to .arms : 

No fair Penelopes attraft the eye, 

Fpj: whom contending kings are proud to die. 

Here fullen BeaVity fheds a twilight ray. 

And freezing Sorrow bids Her bloom decay : ty^ 

Thofe charn>s, fo long renown'd in clafflc ftfains. 

Would dim appear ojfx Albion's h^ppy plains?. 

Now to the fowtbern hemifphere the fun, 
' Thro the bright Virgin and the Scales, had run, 
And, on th* Ecliptic, wheeled his radial way, i8q' 
Till the ikrce Scorpion felt his flaitfing ray : 
Four days becalm'd the veffel li^re remains, . 
And yet no hope of aiding wind obtains : 
A fickcning vapor lulls the air to fleep. 
And not a breeze awakes the filent deep 2 185 

C 2 This, 
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This, wh<n tji': dtitumhal equinox is o'er . w' 

An4 Phoebus tp the north defines no more, 
The cautibus mariner, whom Kcaven informs, 
Still deenis the prelude of approaching ftorms ; 
No dread of Jftorms the Matter's foul rcflrain, i^o 
A captive fetter'd to the oar of gain ! 
Impatient of delay, his adlive heart 
Expe&s the winds from Candia to depart. 
Determined, from whatever point they rife, 

% « 

To truft his fortune ta the feas and fKies. jo^ 

■ • ^ 

. The fim*s bright orb, declining all ferene. 
Now fhone obliquely o'er the verdant fcene, 
Creation fmiles around ; on eveiy fpray 
The warbling bfrds exalt the choral lay ; 
In broken meafiires roll the limpid ftreams, 209 

And o'er the vales a floating luftre gleams ; 
The glafly ocean hulht forgets to roar. 
And ,trembling, murmurs on the fandy fhore j 
A thoufand fun-flufht hues, divinely gay, 
■The vivid Weft ineffable array j ..2:0^ 

On the green lawn the dancing (hades prolong. 

And, gaily fkipping, bleat the fleecy throng. 

Arabian 
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I 

Arabian fweets perfume the golden plains ; 
Above, beneath, around, Inchahtmcnt reigns. 
While yet the fongfters of the vocal grove, 219 

With dying numbers tune the foul to lovc^ 
While glowing Vefpcr leads the ftarry train. 
And Night flow draws her veil o'er land and main^ . 
•Emerging clouds the azure Eaft invade. 
And wrap the lucid fpheres in gradual fliadc ; 215 
With joyful eyes th' atteiuiyc Mafter fees 
Th' aufpicious omens of ai^ caftern breeze. 
Kound the charged bowl the failors form a ring. 
Recount the wondrous t^le, or m\itual fing, 
As4ovc or battle, hardfliip? of the main, 27.Q 

Or focjal wine excite the ryftic ftrain 5 
When ended, fomc the watch alternate koep^ 
Jhe reft regardlefs fink; in fxlent flecp. 

Thou living ray of intelleftual fire f 
Whofe gleams fpontaneous all my lines infpirc, 225 
Ere yet th' awaking incideiits convene, 
And chain attention on th' eventful fcene. 
Record who chief among the gallant crew 
Th' unblcft purfuit of intereft hither drew f 

I Can 
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Can fons of Neptunct generous, firm and brave, 2^9 
For fordid meed in pain and peril flave I 

They can ; for this, endu*d with magic art. 
Can rule the paffions, and corrupt the heart ; 
This ftrev^s with rofcs life's peiplexing road. 
And opes the gates of Pleafure*s foft abode ; 235 
This to the fpottcd Villain gives applaufe. 
To whom, in vain, fad Merit pleads her caiife ; 
This fpreads with flaughter'd heaps the bloody plain. 
And pours adventurous thoufands o'er the main. 



* The (lately ftiip, with all her daring band, 240 
To (kilful Albert own'd the chief command ; 
Him Science taught, with fbaring eye, to trace 
The planets, wheeling in eternal race : 
To hazards long inur*d, his dreadlefs foul, 
Unmov'd, beheld tempeftuous oceans roll ; 345 

0*er the wild furge, when diftnal (hades prefidCi 
His equal (kill the lonely bark could guide : 
His fpirit ftill for each event prepared, 
Rofe with the ftorm, and all it's dangers (har'd^ 

« 

-Where 
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Where full in view Augufta's fpires are feen, 250 
With flowery lawns and waving woods between. 
An humble habitation rofe,' bcfide 
Where Thanies meandring rolls his folemn tide. 
There liv*d the hope and plcafure of his life, ^ 
A pious daughter with a faithful wife : 255 

For his return with fond officious care^ 
Still every pleafing objeft thefc prepare : 
Whatever can allure the fmell or fight. 
Or wake the drooping Spirits to dtlight 



To guide this blooming maid in Virtue's road, i6o 
Th' admiring parents all their care beftow*d 5 
Her fpotlefs foul, to, foft affcftion train'd. 
No fin untun'd, no fickening folly ftain'd : 
Not fairer grows the lily of the vale, 
Whofe bofom opens to the vernal gale \ 265 

A lovelier blufh, untaught, adorn'd her cheek. 
Than gilds the flty when fummer-mornings break ^ 
Her glowiag eyes, with fweet attraftion roU'd, 
Enflav'd the paflSions, and the fenfe controPd : 
FannUby the courting zephirs from her head, 270 
Along her neck the waving trcffes fpred j 

Her 
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Her mind and form adorn'd with native eafe 
In focial harmony confpir'd to pkaCe. 



Q !: if thatfouU where ftainlcfs beauty Ihone, 
Replete with living colors all it's own, 175 

Thus innocent, could feel the fting of pain. 
With guilt, what; p^ngs, what agonies mull reign ! 
Yet fhe th* undying worm, of anguilh prov'd^ 
For, ah ! the gcJntle, maid^ feverely loy'd. 
A gallant yo.udi awak'd the virgin flame> %Zo 

That glow*d unfeen, Palemon was his name; 
Nor long in vaii^, for trembling in her eyes. 
He foon beheld the quick emotions rife ; 
And while transfixt he ga2'd, his throbing breaft 

Th* infeftiom fire with mutual force confeft i 285 
Each bofom felt the genial current flow, 

.Blended alas ! too foon with tides of woe« 



By Nature's gifts Palemon taught to charms 
To fofteil love the frozen heart could warm v 
Yet tho he knew the faireft of the pining 290 

For him concealed, pofleft the Dfltire pain. 
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His foul, where moral truth lJ)ontaneous grew, 

^o guilty wifh, no criitl pafiioh kne^, 

Tho trciiibliflgly awake to Nature's laws,- 

Yet ever firm to Honor's fecred caufe. • ^9^ 

Thrice happy foil ! had learning's vital ^a^ 

Produced it's pireghdnt bldffoms to the day : 

/ 

iut all th' abortive beauties of his mind 

A fordid father's avarice tonfin'd^ 

'And nurft alone thd mercehaty art 300 

That kills thef fpririging rrffes of the hea^tj 

But he indignant faw th© golden chain 

In fervile bonds each generous thought reAraiii. 

His virtue ftill appear'd, tho wrapt in fhade, 

At ftars with trembling light the clouds pervade. 305 

Ill-fated youth ! Feluftant I exprefs 

Thy plaintive tale of uhdefervM diftrefSj 

That fwell'd the tear iil blooming Anna's eye> 

And from her bdfom heaVd the focial figh. 



For yet, while wandering in the lilent groVe, 316 
Unheaird they breath'd the fentiments of love, 
When each fweet interview increaft it's power. 
As niorning dews awake the vernal flower. 

D While 
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While their chaftc fouls pofleft the pleating pains 
That truth ittjprovcs and virtue ne'er rcftrains^. J15: 
Their mutual flame Palemon's father heard, 
^Whofe kindled rage the youth too juftly fear'd i. 
Confli£fcing. paflTions fhook his- venal mind,. 
Not warm'd by beauty, nor by love refin'd :* 

He, by the luft of riches only mov'd, 3Z^ 

' • - * 

Such mean connexions haughtily reprov'd^. 
For many freighted Ihips from fhore to fhorc> 
Their wealthy charge by his appointment bore ',, 
And this, which Albert's pilotage obey'd. 
Appeared pre-eminent for fize and trade. J2 5 

Indignant, he rebuk'd th' incautious boy, 
^Whofe thought no fordid views of wealth employ^ 
For he far other paflions would inlpire^ 
And kindle in his breaft a bafer fire. 
Long, with unequal art in vain- he ftrove 33^0 

To quench th' ethereal flame of ardent love ; 
Oft try'd with Mufic's all-prevailing lore 
His foul's defertcd quiet to reftore '9. 
Oft led him where difFufive joys excite 
The heart to mirth, or chain the ravifli'd fight. 3.35 

With 
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With all her powers indianting Mulic fail'd, 
And Plcafure's fyrai-voice no more prevaird^ 
Not Beauty's fwcet attradion could perfuade 
His rooted pailion from the charming maid. 
Th' impatient fatfeejK, fir'd with proud difdain, .340 
At laftrefolvM to fend him o'-er the main. 
Deep anguilh, while Pammon heard his doom, 
Drew o'er his lovely faqe.a fa^dening gloom : 
High beat his he^t^ fail: ilow'd th* ^unbidden tear, ' 
His bofom heav'd with agony fevefe, 345 

In vain, alas! with unavailing fighs, 
He pleads a fuit, that ruthlefs fcorn denies : 

« 

His fire, to grief unfeeling as the wind, 

T<> AhB2^.r*s c?re th' obedient yoythxqnfign'd. 



The (hip was laden and prepar'd to fail, 350 

And only waited now the leading gale : 
The parting pair a thoufand tortures prove. 
The poignant tortures of defpairing love. 
The fpringing wifli diat never can repofe, 
Defire, whofc ardent tide unebbing flows, 3^^ 

The fluftuating pangs of hope and fear, 
Joy diftant ftill, and forrow ever near, 

D 2 
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Thefc wounds, fcycrely fdt h either heart, 
Their lad epiftfc§ routually .impart. 

Enflam'd with trembling hope. Pale mok writes, 3 £0 
f^ Ere yet th* ingrateful wkid our ihip invito 
f' O let thcfe loftgiDg eyes IJiehold again 
$* The lovely fource of ^11 n^y blifs and pain ! 
" For to my ftther I this fuit addreft, 
f' But he, janpitying, heard my kft rcqueftj 3 1^5 
?' Inflexibly determined to fulfil 
^' The rigid diftates of paternal will. 
" And >?«rhen the veffcl learTcJi Ai;igufta's port^ 
<* Beneath his eye to Dover I refoft, 
*' And, there pmbarkt, depart my native fliore, 3J10 
^* The fea's tempeftuous wilds to venture o'er . 

m 

" Lo, while:tiB thee my foul impatient flies, 
" The cruel wcft:-winds inaufpicious rife ! 
" Perhaps, the Pilot's warning voice even now 
*' Commands the lifted anchor to the bow * ! 375 
** AH hope and joy my wounded mind defert,. 
" For I, perhaps, to-morrow may depart. 

• See the firft note of this Canto. 

« My 
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n My ever-chirmiiig Anna ! ^I^ aloi^e 

^ Can all the pangs oi afdwrfe fate atope, 

f* When o'er the wcxrldtheglocmisofinidn^ht roll, 380 

5^ To thee I come, dear mU^refs of my fool t 

^y O difappoint not my impatient \mt \ 

f^ But with thy fmiles this agony remove } 

f^ If tbi$ laft inteml cfcape ia rain, 

?' I ne'er.may fee thy hes^vitj^y ftde again V[ 385 

Yet while the weeping miflire Awkta reads 
The fear'd event, in fatal hafte proceeds I 
With rifing power the fea-ward breezes blow ( 
Aloft in air the parting fignals flow ! 
Aboard with forrow wing'd the females flew, 390 
To bid the father ^nd the lord adieu. 
When on the poop th' inchanting Fair was feen, 
ffor lefs fhe feeni'd than beaqty's matchlefs queen j 
And while in charms ineffable fhe fhone, 
Each bofonj felf a foftnels npt it's own. ^gg 

Not Cleopatra, qn th* Egyptian flood 

* 

When her triumphant naval ch?iriot rode. 
In all the pomp of filk and gems array'd. 
Was half fq lovely as this Britifh maid. ' . • 

Fron> 
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From her foft brcaft, inipiring chafte ddigfat^ 400 
A ftream of glory hurft Upon the fight ; 
While pious woe, that dim'ci her angel-face, 
To bluihing beauty added tenfold grace. 
Faft by that dome, where from .afflifting fa.tc. 
The veteran failor finds a fafc retreat f, 405 

The boat preparps to waft them' to jJhe Ihore : 
Tiey part, . alas ! perhaps to meet no. mooe. 
O mufe ! in filence hide the mournful fcene ! 
Where all the pangs.of fympathy. convene;. 

Ye tender maids, in whofe pathetic fouls 41^ 

Companion's facred ftream impetuous rolls, 
Whofe warm affeftiqns exquifitely feel 
THe piercing anguiih of the Paphian fteel, 
Ah ! let no wanderer of the ftormy main, 
Tho fgir and good, your yielding hearts obtain ! 415 
Let not your melting tendernefs approve 
The fond effufions of their ardent love ] 
O warned, avoid tlie path, that leads to woe, 
Where thorns and baneful weeds alternate grow ! 
Let them feyerer Stoic nymphs poflcfs, 429 

Whole ftubbom paflions feel no foft diftrcjTs. 

* Greenwich hofpital. 
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The veffel parted on the falling tide. 
And homeward now the female mourners hied- 
The fun was funki and night,, advancing flow. 
In filcnt gloom iavolv'd the world below -, 42.5 

When to the place appointed Anna mov*d. 
Impatient to behold the fwain ihe lov'd. 
In the dumb path his hafty fteps fhe hears,. 
He comes, confeft, the ravifh'd youth appearjs I 

But ah ! what magic numbers can exprefs 430 

■j 

The trembling extafics their fouls poflefs ? 

O all ye foft perceptions that impart 

Impetuous rapture to the fainting heart ! 

In griefs lad gloom, who bid th* inchanting ray 

Of joy voluptuous agonies convey ! 435 

< 
Need my fond foul> alas ! your diftance fear, 

Whofe influence, felt too powerfully fevere, 

Nips the gay fummer of my vital year. 




With love's refifl:lefs impulfes opprefl:. 
He clafpt the blufhing- virgin to his breaft : - 440. 
While her's congenial beat the fond alarms, 

DifjToIving foftncfs ! paradife of charms ! 

Their 
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Their blending fpiritSj that each other drew, 
Flafht from their eyes, in warm transfufioti flevs^. 
O exquifite enjoyment ! here alohd 445 

Elyfian pleafures pnallay'd are known : 
This kindles fwect afFeftion's pweft lire. 
And breathes in moral bofoms chafte defire ; 
The genuine figh that bleeding virtue heaves, 
Here, the corroding fling of Woe relieves. 450^ 

Ah ! wherefore fliould my hopelefs love, flie cries^ 
While forrow burft in interrupting fighs, 
For ever deftin^d to lament in vain. 
Such flattering, fond ideas entertain ? 
Too high, alas ! afpiPd my fanguine flame,- 455 
To blifs decreed for fome fuperior dame t 
^Tis mine, abandon'd to fevere diflrefs,^ 
Still to complain and never hope redrefs* 
Go then, dear youth ! thy father's rage atone^ 
And let this tortur'd bofom figh alone ! 460 

Thou yet the havering aliger mayft appeafe, 
. 'Go then, dear youth ! nor brave the faithlefs feas i 
Find out lome happier maid, whofe eqtfal charms^ 
With fortune^s fairer fmiles, may blefs thy arms i 

5 . Where 
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Where warin Profpericy ber beam difplays^ 465 

Whofc fUn-bright glow no mifery allays. 
Yet hafte thee hencCj PaleMon I ere too late^ 
And ftop the current of thy ebbing fate i 
Ori rtie let fad afl5i<5tion only fall ! 
My heart for thee will gladly fuffer alL 47d 

No loilgef then th* important time delay, 
^hich, ah ! too foon faiay fummon thee away. 



O ever-lovM ! the captive fwain rejoin'd,- 
While hoilile pafldons igonizM his inind^ 
Canft thou, bright pattern of exalted truth ! 4f§ 
Doom to decay the ftimmer of thy youth ? 
And I, ingrateful, all that fweetnefs fee 
Confign'd to lafting mifery for me ? 
O firft difeafc ! let thy contagious breath 
Confume my flowery years with blafts of death ! 48a 
Atteft, thou Moon I refplendent queen of ni^ht 1 : 
Whofe luftre fickens at this mournful fight. 
By all the pangs that parting lovers prove^ 
Which fweet poffefiion can alohe rerpove $ 
By all the horrors that torment the deep, 485 

Where fate and ruin dreadful empire keep ; 

E By 
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By: heaven's loud thunders, that avenging roar, 

■ 

n And fhake th* afFrighted earth from Ihorc to fhore ; 
Tho tyrant-duty force me to fulfil 
A father's Ext, inexorable will ; 450 

Tho Fortune fhould in tides inceffant flow, 
' My faithful flame can never ceafe to glow i 
My heart, that noW muft every joy refign^ 
IncapiBle of change, is only thine. 

He faid ; in mingled fympathy of woe, 495 

Their hearts, furchargM with varied paflions,.glow: 
' As on his neck th* afflifted maiden hitng, 
A thoufand racking doubts her fpirit wrung 5 
She antedates each peril of the deeps. 
And, all alive to foft affe&ion, weeps c 500 

With mild perfuafion he difpels her fear. 
And kiflcs from her cheek the rolling tear : 
So the rcvhdng fun exhales the fhowers 
That fall alternate on th' evolving flowers. 



* • 



O ceafe to weep ! this ftorm will yet decay, 505 
And thefe fad glooms of forrow melt away. 

While 
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While thfo the rugged path of life we gq, 

AJl mortals tafte the bitter draught of woe 

The fam'd and great, decreed to human pain, 

Full oft in fovereign wretghedncfs complain. ^iq 

This bids profperity, with brighter. ray. 

In fmiling cpntraft, gild our vit^l day, . 

We too fliall yet rejoice, lo ! I return 

Ere twice ten months elapfe, then ceafe to mourn ! 

This will our exil'd peace at laft reftore, 515 

When never intereft Ihall divide us more^ 



fjer ftrug^ling foul, o'erwhelm'4 with latent grief, 
Now found an interval of fhort relief : 
So feels the frozen ftream at noon. of day 
Awhile the parting fun's innervate ray. 520 

With cru^l hafte the Ihades of night withdrew. 
And warn'd the lovers to their fad adieu. 
I^ook down with pity, oh ! ye powers above. 
Who fee th* uncommon pangs their bofonis prove ! 
Ye, who the fecret laws of Fate explore, 525 

Alone can tell if he returns no more ; 
Or, if the hour of future joy remain, 
tfOng-wilht atonement for long-fufFer'd pain. • • 
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While dying fondncfs languifh'd in their eyes. 

She povir'd her foul tp heaven in fuppli^nt fighs ; s^ty 

Bade every gviydian miniftcr attend. 

And -from all ill the wandering youtl^ defend. ^ 

In griefs exceft they parted twice in yadn. 

And, urg'4 by ftrong attraction, met agaiia. 

Let not the wretched Qaves of Folly fcorn 5^5 

This facrfd paflion, Nature's eldeft born I 

Superior anguifh makes np vain appeal 

To hearts th^t unrelenting frofts congeal^ 

pnce more farewel ! th* en^bracing lovers cry^d, 

^hen, torn with agonizing throes, divide. 540 



Two days now paft Pa;,emqn came aboard, 
Where in the Downs the veflel lay fec\ir'd : 
The merchant then, before they left the land, 
|mpQs'd on Al^eib^t his feyere command j 
A tafk he knew beyond the power of art, 545 

The youth's prevailing paffion to divert. 
With equ^l hope he might attempt to bind, 

» 

In chains of adamant, the lawlefs wind 5 
Then, if the flame unalter^ ftill furvive. 
In fpite of reparation all alive, 550 

At 
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At his return he meant alone to blame 

The Maftcr, and his fcrvices difclaim : 

Ingrateful plea ! for Ajlbf rt, ever juft. 

With diligence and care maintained his tnift. 

The fliip then parting foon from Albion's ihore, 55^ 

To regions far remote PAifEMON bore. 



Such was the ftory of that faithful youth, 
Who ftill pofleft inviolable truth : 
Still Anna's image fwims before his %ht. 
In fleeting vifion, thro the reftlefs night i 560 

3till mutual fear and hope their bofon^s prove, 
JFor only death can conquer real Iove» 



RoDMOND the next degree to Albjert bore, 
A hardy -fon of England's farthefl: fliore ; 
Where bleak Northumbria pours her favage train, 565 
In footy thoufands, o'er the northern mfiin, 
That, with her pitchy entrails fraught, rcfort 
Jn fable fquadrons to Augufta's port 5 
Expert to found or heave the * windlafs bar, 
jBut ftrangers to the art of naval wan 570 

•Sec the nQte, p. 33.. 

Thence 
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Thence Rodmond came^ true pattern of the reft ! 

No focial paffipn warm*d his ftubborn breaft ; 

Unfkiird to argye, in difputcs yet loud, 

Bold, without forefight, without hoaor, proud i 

'SAch veteran ru)fe tenacioufly he pri^'d, 575 

And all improvements haughtily defpi5'd 5 

flis wifdom never for advice appealed, 

Wifdom alas ! from other eyes conceal'd- 

Yet, tho improvident, of future ill. 

At every need he plied hjs utmoft fkiU, 580 

To Rodmond, next in prder of comn^and, 

Enfu'd the youngeft of the nautic band, 

Whofe vital fpring had juft began to bloom. 

When o'er it forrow fpred her.fickening gloom. 

But ah ! in filencf Memory roll a name • 58^ 

That courts no rank among the fons of Fame ! 

« 

On him fair Science (Jiot her orient ray^ . 

Maturing vernal genius to the day ; 

But foon Advcrfity, with freezing blaft. 

Nipt every bud, and every ray o^ercaft. 590 

Reluffcant, forc'd by her fevere command, 

fie left fair Science, and his native land. 
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Permit thefe laj^s, yc' bkft Aoniari train ! 

To call Arion this ill-f«ed fwain i 

For, Uke that bard unhappy^ on his head . 595 

Malignant ftars their efficacy fhed ; 

Both in lamenting numbers o'er the deep^ 

With confcious anguiih taught the lyre to weep : 

The raging billows both in fafety bore. 

Amid deftru6lion, panting to the ihore. 600 

This laft may yet withdraw oblivion's veil. 

That wrapsun filent ihades this tragic tale ; 

His feeling notes iincerely may complain. 

While fad remembrance bleeds at every vein. 

Here his warm wifli attempted to explore 605 

Antiquities of nations now no more ^ 

To penetrate each diftant r^alm unknown. 

And range excurfive o*er th* untravel'd zone ; 

In vain, for ftcrn Adverfity's command 

Debar'd his entrance to each wi£ht-for land-; 61^ 

With unrelenting ire his fteps opposed. 

And every gate of hope againft him clo^'d. 

Oft in the watch of night with him alone 
Palemon would hi3 iU-ftar'd love bemoan. 

Then; 
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Then, mov*d by facred fympathy of grief, 6ig 

Each lightened boibm felt a kind rdief ^ 

For fweet companion, by celeftial art, 

Retunes the jarring numbers of the heart* 

To him Ariok oft recounted Ver *\ 

Each tale of hapleis love in claflic lore^ 6zo 

Till forrow, not his own, Jiumahely felt, •. . 

In focial pity, taught his foid to melt, 

Falemon in return would oft impart 

To him the warm. efFufions of his heart ; 

To him the fctnc of parting-love reveal'd, ^^5 

• > 

From all befide in midnight fhades conccal'd. 

To mutual friendflaip thus fmcerely true. 

No fccret wifh.or fear their bofoms knew j 

In mutyal hazards oft fcyercly try'd. 

Nor hope nor danger could their love divide j 6^0 

Sweet union of infeparable fouls ! 

That every tempeft of the mind controls* 



Thefe, chief among the (hip's condu&ing trains 
Her path explored along the deep domain : 
0*er all the reft, an undiftinguillhM crew ! 63 ^ 

Obfcurity her fable curtain drew. 

Deep 
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beep midnight now invefts the livid flcies, 
When eaflern breezes, yet enervate, rife •, 
iThe pale-orb'd moon difFufing watery rays^ 
Gleam'd o*er protracted clouds and ambient haie j 640 
A mighty halo round her filver throne. 
With parting meteors croft, portentous fhone. 
This oft the prelude of tentpeftuous gales 
Is deem*d, but here th* ethereal menace fails. ^^ 

The chief was calPd, the failors fous'd from fleep, 645 
At his command unmoor the fetter'd fhip : 
They fix the bars, and heave the windlafs rouftd^ 
At every turn the clattering pawls refound* 
The anchor from it's hold uprooted, now 
Drag'd by it*s cable, ftrikes the lofty bow *• 650 
High on the flippery mafts f the yards :j; afcend. 
And far abroad the canvafs wings extend. 

• .Bow^ iare the round parts of the (hip's outfide forward, frora 
where the planks begin to bend till they clofe at the ilem : this 
word is prpnounced like the bough of a tree. The cable is wound 
in by a roller, hence called a windlafs, which is prevented froia 
Curnmg back by ftrong pawls of wood and iron. 

f In all (hips there are three mafts in one length, viz. the 
lower-maft, the top-maft, and top-gallant-maii ; the laft of which 
refts upbn the head of the top-maft, as the top-maft does at the 
head of the lower-maft ; fosthat thefe t^o upper can at any time 
be let down to make the Ihip hold the lefs quantity of wind when 
ihe rides at anchor in a ftorm, &c. 

t Yards are long poles, tapering from the middle to ea(;ii endi 
whofe ufei are to extend the upper part of the fquare fails. 

F Alon^ 
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Along the glafly plain the veffel glides. 

While azure radiance trembles on her fides : 

The floating rays in long refledion gleam, 6^^ 

With filvei* deluging the fluid fl:ream. 

Levant and Thracian gales alternate play. 

Then round th* Egyptian quarter die away* 

A calm enfues, adjacent fliores they dread. 

The boats, with rowers manned, are fent a-»head*, 66o 

With tow-ropes f fafl:en'd to the J bowfprit*s end ; 

Their fwecping oars, the lufty crew extend ; 

t' 

Succefs attends their (kill, the danger's o*er, 
The port is doubled, and beheld no more* 



Now Morn, with gradual pace, advanc'd on high, 665 
Whitening with orient beam the twilight Iky : 
She comes not in refulgent pomp array*d. 
But frowning ftern, and wrapt in fullen fhadc. 

^ A-head, any diftaiQce before the fhip. 

f Tow-ropes h^ve one end fafliened to the foremoft parts of ther 
fhip, and the other to the boat-derns, to drag the fhip Silong, by 
rowing in the boats ; Towing is chiefly ufed when a fhip, for 
want of wind, is forced toward the fhore by the fwell of the fea. 

I Bow-fprit is a boom or mafl which projects over the ftem : it's ufe 
is to carry fail in the fore -end of the fhip, to counrer-bal lance the 
iail that is fet abaft, or in the hinder part ; and likewife to fupport 
the fore-maft by ropes which flretch from the mall-head to \he 
Bowfprit-end, called ftays. 

; - Above 
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> Above incumbent mifts tail Ida^s height, 
^Tremendous rock ! emerges on the fight. 679 

North-eaft a league, the )fle of Standia bears \ " 
And weftward) Frefchin's woody cape appears* 

X • \ *- 

• In diftant angles^ while the tranfient galea 
Alternate blow, they trim the flagging faiU • 
The drowfy air attentive to retain, 6y^ 

As from unnumhier'd points it fwetsps the main. 
JsTow fwelling ftu'n-fails ♦ on each fide extend, 
Thefe foon difmift, the ftayrfails *f- nci^t afcend ; 
"While all to fit the veering winds are plac'd, 
With yards alternate fquare :(; and fharply bracM. 68a 

The dim horizon fettled vapors ihrowd. 
And n6w the fun appeared above the cloud : . 
Thro the ^ide atmofphere, cqndenft with, haze, 
Jiis glaring orb emits a fafiguine blaze, 

• Studding, or fteering-feils ^e long, narrow fails, fet only Jn 
fine weather and fair winds, on the out-fide of the larger iq^uare 
faih. 

t Stay-fails are three-cornered faih, which are hoifted up oa 
theftaysia^arcurtaiftrttha-on its-rad, fitted to ftandoh a fide ar 
quartejine wind. 

' J. Yar£ are faid to be (qnttrtf when they iiatig tifkt acr(^ the 
fliip, and braced} when they form greater or kfs angles with her 
kngth. 
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The Pilots now their Azimuth attend, 685 

Oa which all courfcs, duly form'd, depend : 
The compafs and the odant ready lay, 
Reflefting planes and incident, furvey ; 
Along the arch, the graduaPindex Aides, 

» 

And Phoebus down the -vertic' circle glides : 6^9 

Now (ecn on oc^n's utmoft verge to {mm^ 

He fweeps it vibrant with his nether limb. 

Thus height and polar diftance is obtained, 

Then latitude and declination gained ; 

In chiliads next, th' analogy is fought, 69^ 

And on the finical triangle wrought, 

By this, magnetic variance is explor'^, 

Jufl: angles known, ^nd polar truth reftor'd, 



The natives, while the ihip departs their land, 
Afhore, with admiration gazing ftand. 709 

Majeftically flow, before the breeze. 
She mov'd triumphant o'er the yielding feas. 
Her bottom thro tranflucent Waters fhone. 
White as the clouds beneath the blaze- of noon ; 
The bending wales, their contraft next difplay'd, ypg 

» I * 

* » , J - 

All * fore and aft in polifli'd jet array'd. . , . 

• From one end oT the fhip to the other. 

Bri- 
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Britannia riding awful at the head. 

Sat on the blended crofs of white and red : 

The convex fides then far above the ftream, 

Refleft thro pine-tree gum the fblar beam : 710 

Th* artillery there in two protruded tiers^ « 

Fell, dark, terrific ! to tl^e fight appears, 

Vermilion .armors all the tops invcft, 

And martial trophies cither quarter dreft. 

Then towered the mafts, and Ixrfty fails on high, 71^ 

Where loofe in air, the floating ftreamers fly ; 

Thus gay, thus beautiful fhe cleav'd the main» 

fhe pride and \yonder of the watery reign. 



But now, beneath the lofty veflers ftern *, 
A flioal of fportive dolphins they difcern, 720 

Beaming from, burnifh'd fcales refulgent rays, 
While all the glowing ocean feems to blaze : 
In curlipg wrQathes they wanton on the tide, 
l^ow bound aloft, now dowwriard fwiftly glide : 
Awhile beneath the waives their tracks remain, 725 
And burn in filver ftreams along the liquid plain. 

* Stem/ the hindermoft or aftmofl parts of a ihip oa the outfide. 

* 5oont 
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Soon, to the fport of jdeatb, the crew repair, 
Dart the barVd fteel, or Ipread the •baited fnare. 
One, unfufpicious, ^kks below the chains *, 
And wheels along, beneath the pointed grains j 73^ 
A Ikilful nwrkfman o'er his head fufpends 
The forky prongs,, and every tdrn. attends. 
Unerring aim'd, the miflile weapon flew. 
And, plunging, ftrikcs the trembling vidim thro : - 
Th- upturning points his ponderous bulk Xtiftain; 735 
He ftrives to difengage himfelf in vain 5 

But, aaon deck th* approach of death, he feels. 
And flitting life efcapes in fanguine rills, 
What radiant changes ftrike th* aftonilh'd fight ! 
What glowing hues of mingled fhade J^nd light ! 7^q 
Not equal beauties gild the lucid Weft, 
With parting beams, iall o'er divinely dreft ; 
Not lovelier colors paint the vernal dawn. 
When orient dews impcarl th* enanriel'd lawn^ 
Than, from his fidos, in bright ^fiuiion flow^, 74^ 
yhiit, now in gold empyreal feem to glow ; 

* Cbms kn llrong plates or links of iron bolted to the tiinbtfif 
on each fide all the mads^ to which the fhrouds of the mafts are 
faftened. (See Shrouds, Canto 2dO There is a large plank^ or 
thick f<:aiF6ld placed edgeways on the fhip's fide; thro which they 
pafsy in order to keep the fhroads off the upper rails and gun- 
nels. (See Gunnels, page 44.) 

- - Now 
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Now in pellucid fapphires ftrike the view, 
And emulate the bright celeftialhue j 

Now beam a flaming crimfon on the eye, 

» • ■• 

And now aflTume the purple's deeper dye. 750 

But here, defcription makes each beauty lefs : 
What terms of Art can Nature*s powers exprefs ? 

O'er the fmooth bofom of the faithkfs tides, 
Propel'd by flattering gales, the veffcl glides. 
Tall Ida's fummit now more diftant grew, IBS 

And Jove's high hill was riling to the view 5 
When, on the larboard quarter *, they defcry 
A liquid column f , towring, flioot on high : 
The foaming bafe extends an ample fwcep. 
Where rolling billows wake the frighted deep ; 760 
The fluid vortex in rotation flies, 
Difflifing briny vapors o'er the fkies. 
This vafl: phenomenon, whofe lofty head 
In heavens immerft, embracing clouds o'erfpread,- ' 



* Quarters are thofe parts on the oiufide of the fliip that reach 
from a- bread of the mizen-maft to the aftmofl end or dern : the 
larboard is the left tide. 

t For an accurate defcription of a water- fpout, the" reader is 
referred -to Chambers's Didlionary. . 

In 
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In fpiral motion firft, as feamen deem, y6^ 

Swells, when the raging whirlwind fweeps the ftream. 

(The fwift vdlutiort, and th' enormous train, 

Let phyfical hypothefes explain ! } 

The horrid apparition now draw^ high. 

And all around the whirling billows fly, 770 

The guns are prim'd ; the veflel northward veers. 

Till her chargM broadfide on it's center bears ; 

The nitre fireiS j 0xock*d by the thundering found, , 

Th6 air convulfive, quivers all around. 

And fudden, as the noife purfu'd the flame, yyj 

§ 

Wide-burfting) down the horrid figure came : 

Th' expanding ocean trembled as it fell. 

And, felt with fwift recoil her furges fwell : 

But' foon, this tranfient undulation o'er. 

The fea fubfides, the whirlwinds rage no more. 786 

More fouthward now, th* increafing breezes veer, 

/ _ I 

And o'er th* horizon lybic clouds appear : 

A-head they fee the confecrated grove 

Of cyprefs, facred once to Cretan Jove. 

The ftiip, beneath her lofty preflTure, reels, ySg 

And to the frefhening gale ftill deeper heck * : 

* Heelipg is inclining to either fide« 

o The 
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The lighter fail's, for fumrher winds and fcas, 
Are now difmift, the draining mails to eafe : 
Swift on the deck the ftu*n-fails all defccnd. 
Where f eady feamen from the yards unbend *. 79QJ 
The boats then' hoifted in* are fixe aboard. 
And on the deck with fattening gripes f fccur'd. 
. Gape Spado rifing forward they difcern. 
And leave the lelTening mount of Jove a-ftern^ 

• To unbend* is to take the fail off from it*s yard. 
* f Gripes arc the ropctf with which the boats are Aliened to 
rlnff-bolts in the deck* to prevent their being toifed about by the 
rocking of the ihip. 



End of the First CANTO. 
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The Jhip^s prvgrefs ctmtinued — GaU JfhHgtbehs—^cpfails 
re^ed — JLafi affsarunct^ bsaaring ,4ini d\fiutict xf Ca^ 
Spado-* — Refusion at Ucwing tbt land'-^^S^a rtfis 

J fquall'-^—^cpfails doubte-reefid-^ — -^Mainfail 

fpUt Sl^ bears aanay:b^txre the wi^ut^^-^-^AgaiH 

hauls tt^n She wind — jinotber mainfail bent and fet — 
Very\Jlrong gale — Topfails furled — Tcp-gallaaf^yards 

[ fent down-^Sea enlarges — JSun-fet-^^oarfes resfed — 
Four feamen lofi off the lee main-yard- arni-^Gfeat 
anxiety of tbe pilots ^ in being near a lee-fhore — Gallant 
behaviour of tbe failors — A wave burfts over tbe deck 
'-^Ifs confequences — ^befbip labors in great diflrefs — 
Guns thrown overboard — Difmal appearance of the 
weatber^-^ery high and dangerous feO'-^Severe fatigue 
of tbe crew — Confutation and r^folution of the officers 
— Speech and advice of Al'&jlki to the crew — ^he 
fore-fiay-fail boified and fplit — The head-yards braced 
aback — Tbe mizen-mafi cut away. 
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C AN TO II. 






nr* H E powerful fails with fteddy breezes fwdiy. 
Swift and mate fwifttheyielding-^airk propel'd^ 



♦ -% 



Acrofs her j(tem the parting waters run, ! 

As clouds by teippefts wafted, pafe the fun. , . » 
Impatient thus, fhe darts along the Ihorc,^ , 5 

Till Ida's mot;int and Toye's axe ften no more j 
And, while a-breaft of Rctimo (he ftecrs, .,. • 

A-head Malacha's prominence appears. 
Behind it's ifthmus Hands the cyprefs-grove, ; ^^ 

Of old devoted to fuperior Jove, iq 

Here too the ruins of a tomb remain, . 
$upp6s'd the monarch's afhes to contain. 
This gloomy tyrant, whofe defpotic fway 
Compel'd the trembling nations to obey, ; 

Forjnceft, rape, and cruelty, renpwn'd, ii5 

The Mufes with eternal honor crown'd j 

G 2 For 
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Fdjf they too oft in proftitntcd lays, " * : 

To wprthlcfs princes give eternal praife. 
Still Greece and Rome record his endlefs fame, 
And hence yon mountain ftill retains his name- 20 

But fee ! in confluence born before the blaft, 
A rolling dulk pf clouds the t^on o'eirgaft. 
In dreadfuHength diffused 5 the -winds arife, 
And fwift the feud in dark fucceffion flics. 
On high, the cracking xnafts alternate bend, ^ 2'4 
Below, the leeward-gunnels * deep depend. 
The Maftcr calls j to give the fhip relief, 
The topfails"j- lower, and form a fihgle' reef J ; 
Along ieach maft the yards defcend amain. 
Arc man'd and reeft, then feht aloft again. 30 

• Gunnels, or Gun- wales, arc the upper edges of "the fiiip's 
fide. ■ ^ • •• ■• ^ •' ^ ^ ■ w , ■ . ^ 

f Topfails are large fquare fails, of the fecond degree in mag- 
mtude and height, as the coiirfes ^e of the ErSt in magnitude, 
and the lowcft. ' ' ' 

I Reefs are certain fpaces or divifionsof the fail which are taken 
in or let out in proportion to the increafe or diminution of the 
wind : in a fquare fail they are placed parallel to the upper edge 
below one another,' each containing about' a feveiitli part of it's 
depth, and are thus formed ; at the bottom of each divifion there 
18 a row of ho)^^, ftretchiog kcrofs the fail, through which are 
Jnferted 'a number of platted ropes, called points, in length each 
about twice the (;jrcumference of the yard, and thefe bind the in? 
fermediate fpace of canvafs in plaits clofe up to the yard, from 
ixid to end ; the i^il being lowered flack down, for that porpofcr 
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The fhore of Candia diilant now appears : 

And nine leagues wefl:fouth-weft Cape Spado* bears, 

Adieu ! ye pleafures of the fylvan fcene. 
Where peace and calm contentment dwell fercnc. 
To me in yain on earth's prolific foil, 35 

With fummer crown'd, th' Elyfian rallies fmilc: 
To me thofe happy realms no joy impart, 
5pt tantalize with pain my aching heart. 
For them, alas ! reluftant, I forego 
To vifit ftprms and elements of woe. ^40 

Ye fympathetic tempefts I;ither corpe. 
And, o'er my foul, expand your fullen gloom ! 
In difmal progrefs, lo ! they hover near.— r 
Hail, focial horrors I like my fate fevere. 
Come hither too. Companions of the fea ! 4^ 

Andfearlefs yicw this awful fcene with me. 
Ye native guardians of your country's laws I 
Ye brave aflertors of her facred caufc ! 
The Mufe inyites you, judge if fhe depart 
* Unequal, from your thorny rules of art. 4^ 

In praftice train'd, and confcigus of her povv^cr. 
She boldly moves to meet the trying hour. 

f Sec the chaft. 

tor 
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For this alone of all the warlike tpaai,^' . - . ". 

,TIut joylefs wander o'er the defart maiii. 

Her voice, attempting theraes before unknown 50 

. • • •■ , 

To Mulic, fings diftreffes all her own. 



Now heaving 'to the North in wide career. 
The feas furrounding Candia's end appear. 
The fun, retreated from the line of -noon, 

c 

Far diflant in Atlantic regions fhone. ' ^^ 

Succeeding clouds th' ethereal cope" invade, 
Aiid wrap his waning orb in difmal fliade : 
A lowring fquall obfcures the fouthern Iky, 
Before whofe fweeping breath the waters fly : 
The topfails can no more it's weight fuftain ; 60 

At ev'ry hatchway *, " reef!" they call again : 
The halyards f , and top-bowlines J, foon are gone ; 
To clue-lines § and reef-tackles B next they run 5 

♦ Hatchways are iquare holes in the decks to pafs up and down 
through, and likewife to take in and deliver the cars;o by. 

t Halyards arc thofe ropes or tackles by which the fails «rc 
hoiHed up and lowered down, on the mails and ftays. 

' J Bow-lines are ropes faftened to the outer edge or leech of the 
fquare- fails in three different places : their ufes are to bind the * 
weather or windward-edge «f the fail light forward on a fide- 
wind, to keep it from fhivering. 

§ Clue-lines are ropes faflened to the clues, or lower-corners of ■ 
the fquare- fails : their ufes are to draw each clue up to the yards, 
for the more eafy furling or reefing the fails. , 

||. Reef-tackles are rope^ which run through holes at eacb top- 
fail-yard-end, and are faftened down On the edge or leech of ttxe 
ikil, jufl beneath the loweft reef; by hauling thefe up, the Ttct- 

bsnd. 
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» 

The Ihivcriiig faSs defcend ^ die yards are fquafe ; 
Then qukk aloft -the rcitdy crew repair : 65 

The weather earings *, and the lee, they pafl: j 
The reef enfolded, and the points made faft. 
Thus foon their bufmefs finifti'd, they defcend. 
And, vigilant, th* approacjhing fquall attend. 
It comes, and lo ! beneath it's boifterous rage, ^o 
All foaming white, the hoftile waves engage : 
The clouds, with ruin pregnant, now impend, 
And ftorm and catarafts tempeftuous blend : 
In deep careen f the cracking veflcl falls ; 
** Brail up the mizen J quick!'' the Matter calls : 75 
^ Man the clue-garnets §, let the main-Iheet j] fly !'' — 
It rends in thoufand fhivcring flireds oa high ! 

r 

band, which contains the holes, is bound dole up to the yafd» for 
the more readily tying the points. 

* Earings are fmall lines faftened to holes at the extrentje parts 
of the reels and head-ropes : the method of paffing them is, by 
taking fix or feven turns round the yard-end, each turn being 
inferted through the hole, which is called a cringle. 

•J- Careening is lying down on either fide. 

J The mizeii is a large fail bent to the mizen-mall, of an ob^ 
long figure, only that the upper-end of it is peaked or floped : it 
is commonly reckoned one of the courfes, whicb are main-fail, 
fore-fail, mizeii aad fore*ilay*fail ; but chie% the main-fail aud 
fore- fail *. 

5 Clue-garnets are the fame to the main -fail and fore- fail, 
which the clue-lines are to all other fquare-fails, and are hauled 
up when the fail is to be furled or braited. 

II Sheets are the ropes that extend the bottoms of all fails and 

* For the effeA which this operation produces on the ihip^ the reader is re« 
fctred to the lafi note of this canto. 
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The main-fail all in ftreaming ruins tore. 

Loud fluttering, imitates the thunder's roar : 

The (hip ftill labors in th* appreflive ftrain, So 

Low-bending, as if ne'er to nfe again : 

" Heave up the helm a-weather* !" Rodmond cries. 

Swift at the word the helm a- weather flies I 

% 

She feels it's guiding power and veers apace ; 

• The fore-yard now direftly fquare they brace : 85 
Coercive Iheets reflrain th' inflated fail. 

That fpreads an ample concave to the gale. 

While o'er the foam, the Ihip impetuous flies. 

The helm th' attentive -Timoneer f applies : 

As in .purfuit along th' aerial way, 90 

With ardent eye the falcon marks his prey. 

Each motion watches of the doubtful chace. 

Obliquely wheeling thro* the fluid fpace : 

Thus, govern'd by the fteerfman's glowing hands, 

* The regent helm her motion fl:ill commands. 95 

are faflened to the dues or corners : to the main-fail and fore-fail 
there i$ a iheet and tack on each iide ; the tack always being faft 
to windward cloie down to the gunneJ» and the (heet ilretched aft 
to leeward : tacks are only ufed on a fide-wind. / 

* The reafon of patting the helm a-weather, or to the iide 
next the wind» is to make the ihip veer before it, when it blows fo 
hard that (he cannot bear her fide to it any longer. 
« f Timoneer, (from Timon, Ital. the Helm) the Steerftnan. 

6 But 
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But now, to leeward paft th* exhauftcd fquall^ 
Their fear's difpeli'd, again the wind they haul * ; 
vThc helm to ft^board f moves, each Ihivering fail 
Is Iharply trim'd, to clafp th* augmenting gale \ 
The mis^n draws ; *lhe fprings aloof once more, loo 
And the fore-ftay-fail J balances before : ' 
The fore-yard then, with nervous arms is brac'd, 
Whofe larboard- tack is hauFd along the waift i • 
Next, on the ftretching flieet the feamen bend. 
Then, haul the bow-line to the bowfprit*s § end. 1 05 
To topfkils now they ply •, each bunt-line's U gone. 
Thro rattling blocks ** the clue-lines fwiftly run* j 

* To haul the wind Is to bring the fhip's Cid^ 'to h, after Aht 
had been running more before it. 

f The helm a-(larboard dire£ls the (hip's head to the left or to 
port, and e contra ; hence, the (hip running northward before the 
wind, the helm put a^ftarboard brings her ilem weftward. 

t Vulgarly fo called, but properly the fore-top-mail-ilay-iail, is 
a three-cornered fail that runs upon the fore- top- mail- day over the 
bowiprit : it's ufe is to command the fore-part of the ihip, as 
the mizen commands the hinder or after-part, and balance each 
other : thus if a fbip wants to cling the wind with her fide, the 
mizen is (et and the flay fail down : and if fhe wants to veer, the 
fiay-fail is hoiAed and the mizen brail'd up, &c. 

J The fere and fore-top-fail bow-lines ar>e ftretched to the bow- 
fprit's end. 

II Bunt-lines are ropes which pafs up behind each yard, and« 
leading through a block or.pully, reach down before their refpec- 
tive fails, to the bottom of which they are faftened : their ufe i< 
to haul the foot of the fail clofe up to the yard, when it is to be 
brailed or furled. 

•* Blocks are pieces of wood, hollowed fo as to receive a little 
wheel or (heave within, on the edg«i of vvhich the ropes run : they 
are fo fituate in different parts of the fhip, as to command mow 
pf the neceifary mechanifm aloft, by hauling different ropes on deck, 

H ^^— ^ Th' 
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Th* extending (hcets on either fide arc mart'cf. 
Abroad they comci the fluttering fails expand. 
The yards again afcend each comrade mall; iro 

The leeches * taught, the halyards are made faft ; 
nrhe bow lines hauFd, and yards toftarboard brac*d-fj 
And ftraggling ropes in pendent order jdae*dv 

«■ 
As iwiietf, By huttters galled, a rt'Ouiitain Bbar 

The cultured glebes, and vineyards, rulhes oer \ 115 

Kefiftlefs, forces thro each fencing bound, . 

Tears up the fprouts, and tramples to the grbund 

The tender vines- and fhooting phnts around 

The laboring plknter, with afliduou^ care,. 

Attempts by props their drooping limbs to rear \ 120 

♦ New grafts th* uprooted fhrubs, in jufl: array, 

And from his grounds^ the ruins clears away. 



The main-fail, by. the Iqualf fo* lately rent^ 
In dreaming pendants flying, is unbent : 

* It has been faid before that the keches are thle eifees of th9 
faily which reach ap and dowo, and are confequently made flfeighc 
or taught when theTail is hoiiled. 

t Braces, are the ropes that traverfc or turn the yard on either 
fide the mad : the yards are braced toftarboard when the iiarboard* 
brace b hauled in» and & contra. 

With 
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With brails * refixt another foon pfepar'd, 125 

Afcendrng fpreads along beneath tl)c yard : 
To each yard-arm the head-rope f they extend. 
And foon the earings and the Tobands J bend. 
That talk performed, they firft the feraces 4 flack. 
Then, to the chefitrce ||, bring aboard the tack : 130. 
And, while the lee-clue-garjiet's lowered away. 
Taught aft the fheet they tally ** and belay. 

Fierce and morq fierce the gathering tempeft grows^ 
South and by 'Weft the threatening tenipeft blows* 
Aufter's refiftlefs force all air Invades, ^35. 

And ^very rolling w^ve more ample fpreads* 

9' 

The ihip no longer can her topfails bear. 
No hopes of milder weather now appear: 

• "Brails arc fhe clue-lines, i}unt-1ines and leech-Jines : their 
iifes are to haul the clues, leeches and bottoms of the fail clofe up^ 
to the yard ; and this is called brailing up, which 1 have taken 
the liberty to call embrailing. 

t Head^-rope is that to which the upper part of the fail is fewed. 
(See Bolt rope, p. 6i.) 

t Rope-bands, or robands, are fma^l ropes of a length that 
i«^ill take three turns round the yard ; they are paflcd through 
holes under the head rope to fallen it to the yard. 

§ fiecaufe the lee-brace confines the yard, fo that the tack can- 
not come down till the-braccis are caft off. 

II Chefltree is a piece of wood which (lands up and down edgc^ 
ways, bolted tp the fhip's fide ; there is a large hole in it, through 
which the tack is pafftd, .and when the clue of the fail comes 
down to it, the taclc is faid to be aboard. 

•• Tally is a phrafe particularly ufed for hauling aft the iheets ; 
tp ih^lay is to make fail. 

H 2 Bow- 
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I 

Bow-lines and halyards are c^ft off again. 
Clue-lines haulM down, and flieets let fly aniaiii : i4<} 
Embr^ird * each topfail, and by braces fquar'd. 
The failors climb aloft and naan each yard* 

Around the fail the gall<:ets f are convey'd, . 

* ■ 

And rolling- tackles ^ to the cap § belay'd : 

The yards to point the wind by foxne are brac'd ; ^ 1 45 

Some to fend down top-gallant-yards | are plac'd 5 

^ome travellers up the weather-back-ftays ** fend ^ 

At each maft-head the top-ropts ff others bend j 

• • • 

• • Clued- up is the fame with embrailed. 

f Galkets are platted ropes to wrap round the (ails, whldi 19 
called furling them. / 

J A rolling- tackle is a rope pafled through a iingle and double-- 
block, fo that it becomes four-fold : it's ufe is to confine the yard 
clofe to leeward, to keep it from galling againft the maft hy the 
xnotion of the fhip. 

$ Caps are ftrong, thick pieces of oak of an oblong figure, with 
two holes in them fo fitted, that the hindmoft or afcmoft is bolted 
clofe down on the lower mail- head, and the foremoft is for con- 
taining and keeping (leddy the top-mail^ which Aides up through 
\i : 4ind fo of the top-gallant- mail. 

II It is ufual to fend down the top-gallant-yards at the approach 
of a Horm, to eafe the maft-heads : they are the higheft yards that 
are rigged in a ihip. 

•* Back-ilays are long ropes, reaching from the top-maft-bead 
to the chains, for fecuriug the top-mafts, which are the fecond 
mafts in height, and ftand at the head of each lower maft, a^ the 
top-gallant-maft flands at the head of the top-m^ft. Travellers arc 
large rings round the back-flays, with a rope, of about {\x feet 
Jong, fad to each ; which being i^tn^di to the top-gallant-yard- 
arms, confine them to the back- Hays when they are hoilled and 
lowered 9 to prevent them from fvvinging amongll the rigging. 

f f Top-ropes are thofe by which yards and mails are hoiftci 
and lowered. 

The 
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The parrels *, lifts f and cluc-lincs foon are gone, , 

Topt J, and unriggM, they down the back-ftays run : 1 50 

The yards fecure along the booms § were laid. 

And all the flying ropes aloft belay'd. 

All too clear'd up belowi from to^l and paili 

The failors hope an interval in vain ; 

Fain harraft Nature would a relpite crave, . 155 

And damp the glowing ardor of the brave : 

Jut with redoubling force the tempefts blow. 

And watery hills in dread fucceffion flow. . . 

With difmal afpcd lowers th' extended fcenc, 

JMew troubles, frelh difficulties convene : 1 6d 



* Parrels are thofe ropes by which the yards are faftened to the 
mads ; being fo pafied roand both» that the yard ilidrs withjeafe up 
^nd down the mail as occafioxi requires : they are of three feveral 
Jcinds, a particular definition of which is immaterial here« aslbey 
are all condruded to ferve the fame purpoie. 

t Lift^ are ropes which reach from each naft^head to their re* 
fpedlive yard-arms; as, from the lower maft-heads to the lower 
yard-arms, and from the top-mad-heafls to the top-lail-yard-aims^. 
&c. to fodain the weight of the yard when it is manned. 

X A yard is faid to be topped » when one lift is flacked and the 
other hauled in, fo that it forms greater or lefs angles with the 
inad ; and here, all the rigging being taken off from the top- 
gallant-yards, they are topped up and down, and a traveller faden- 
ed to each end, in order to Hide down the back-days^ as they arf 
lowered by the top-ropes. 

% Booms are (pare mads or yards, which remain ready on deck to 
fupply the places of thofe that may be carried away aloft by ftreil 
pf weather, &9* ^ 

No 
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* « ■ • • 

No feafon this from duty to deteend ! 

jfU hands on deck muft now the ftorm attend. 



His race performM', the facred kir^ of day 
Now dipt in weftern cloads his parting ray ; 
His languid fires, half-loft in ambient haze, l^ff 

Rcfrafl: along the duflc a <:rimfon blaze : 
Till deep immcrg*d, the fickening lamp defcends^ 
And cheerlefs Night, o'er heaven her reign extends. 
No ray of friendly light is feen around \ > 
The mopn and ftars in total Ihade are drowned. 170 

-^ *j ■ • 

The fhip no longer can whole courfes bear» 

To reef *hem mow becomes the Matter's care c 

The iailors, fummon'd aft, all ready ftand, 

fixA man th* enfolding brails at his command 

But here the doubtful officers difpute 175 

Till ffcill and judgment prejudice conful?c. 

For RoDMOND *, to new methods ft ill a foe. 

Would firft, at all events, the ftieet let go : 

> 

^ • This is particularly jmentioni?4 hve, not becaufe therje was or 
could be any difpute at fuch a time between a mailer of a ihip and 
his chief mate, as the former can always command the latter ; but 
to cprpofe the obftinacy of a number of our veteran officers, who 
^iirould rather rilk every thing than forego their ancient rules, altho 
^any of them afe in the hi^heft degree equally abfurd and 

daiixr 
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To long-try'd maxims obftiniately warm, 

■ 

Not even conviftion his difputes unarm,. 180 

This, Albert and Arpon difapprove, 

And.firft to brail the tack up, firm-ly ra^ve, 

*^ The Mariner in true experience tryM 

** This fatal method ever will avoid : 

*^ Who would fecurc with art the fluttering fail 1 8^5 

" Should never firft, the lec-yard-arm cmbraiL 

** Should we, our canyais fhivering then all o*er^ 

" Another fail immediate might be tore.** 

So Albert" fpoke, to windward at his call 

Some feamen the clue-garnet ftand to haul. ipd 

The tack's * eas'd off^— involved the doubling dui^ 

Between the pendent blocks^ afcending flew* 

The Iheet and weather-brace f they now ftand by> 

Bunt-lines and lee-cliie garnet next apply 5 

dangerous* It » undoubtedly to the wonderful fagKity of t)ie(^ 
connciflfeurs that we owe thetraly Englifh iea-maxims, of avoiding 
10 wKiftle in a ftorm» becaufe it will increafe the wind ; of whirling 
on the wind in a calm : of nailing horfe-fhoes on the mad, to pre- 
vent the power of witches : of nailing a fair wind to the ilar- 
board cat -head, that it may continue the whole voyage, &c. &c. 

* It has before been obferved, that the tack is always faftened to 
windward ; therefore when the tack is cad off, and the clue-garnet 
]»auled up, the clue or corner of the fail immediately mounts to the 
yard, which muft be carefully done in a Itorm, to preibrve the fail. 

■f it is neceilary immediately to haul in the weather^brace heve» 
when the iheet is gone, to keep the fail from tearing. 

Then 
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Then all prepared, '* let go the fhect !'* he cries— 19^ 

Loud rattling, jarring ! thro the blocks it flies. 

Beneath the lee-yard-arnli expanding fills. 

Till clofe enbbraird and fquar'd the belly fpills ** 

The fore-fail then fecur*d, with equal care. 

Again to reef the main-fail they repair, 200 

While fome, above the yard, o'er-haul the tye. 

Below, the down-haul tackle f others ply, 

Jeacs J, lifts and brails, a feaman each attends : 

Along the maft it's mighty yard defcends ! 

Now down fufficient, they fecurely brace 5 205 

The down-haul for a rolling-tackle § place 

The eatings arid the reef-lines |l are prepared, 

Then, climbing pliant flirouds **, they man the yard. 

• To fpni a fail is to confine it from fwclling but over tlie yard, 
and is done by bracing it fo that the wind lays it ilat againft the 
iaa& ; whiph is called bracing it a- back. 

f 'f he violence of the wind forces the yard fo much out, that 
it is necefiary to hook a tackle to it (called by the above name) to 
haul it down, for the more conveniently ree£ng the fail. 

I Jears, to the fore fail, main-fail and mizen, are the fame as 
halyards to all other (ails. The tye is the upper part of the jear s* 
. ^ When the yard is down, the rolling-tackle i^ (hifted ; and on^ 
end being hooked to the maft, the other is hooked to the weather 
^ard-arm and drawn tights to keep the yard from fwin^ng, fo as 
:lo gall by it^ friction againft the maft and fhroods. 

lU Reef-lines are ufed to the courfes only, and are pafted in fpiral 
turns through the holes, and over the head of the fail fncceffively^ 
pUi they reach the extremes of the reef, and then being hauled 
taught, draw it ap to the yard. 

** Shrouds are thick ropes ftretching from the roaft-heads down • 
,10 hoUi outiides of the fhip, and are the chief fupport of the mail: 
5 ^hcy 
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At whofc eactremes appear two able hai}ds» 
For no inferior ikiU this taflc demands^ . aiO[ 

To windward) foremoft, young Ario!^ ilridcs. 
The lee-yard-arm the gallant Boatfwai{i jides. 

m 

The earings to the cringles firft they bend» 
The reef-band * then with fincwy arms cMcnd j * 
Around the yard the circling ends are pad, %}^ 

And foon the outer-turns -j-, and inner faft x 
The reef-lines next, from hand to hand received. 
Thro* eye-lid- holes and roband-legs arc rccv*d J % • 
The folding reefs in plaits inroU'd they lay, 
Extend the worming lines, and ends belay« 2%p 

they are doubled, and the bight or middle being clapped over tho 
ma^-head, the twp lower ends are drawn taught down to the chains 
by lannyards. 

* The reef-band is a long piece of canvafs fcwcd ^crofs the 
fail, for ftrengtheoing it in the place where the reef* holes qr 
eye-lid holes are made, which pafs through the band. 

t The outer-turns are for ftretching the reef taught along the 
yard : the inner-turns arc to bind it clofe up xx> the yard* 

X i zfSi fulficiently fenfible of the difficulty of explaining this 
operation to a land-reader, as there is no method to explain one 
term of art, but by fome others, which is flill leading the mind 
into greater labyrinths, as the ideas become more complex : I fhall^ 
however, attempt to make it intelligible by a familiar objed. 
Suppofe a curtam extended on a rod with a row of holes parallel 
to it's upper part, and a weight of lead Hretching out the bottom 
of i^ if a Jiiiue is pafTed thro the holes in the parallel rew, and 
then over the top of the curtain alternately, it is eafy to con* 
ceive, that by drawing this line tight, it will dra^ \3f a great part 
of it : but that the line may not ftrain the upper ridge of the car- 
tain, it mud be pailed thro the rings, which are more able to fuA 
tain the weight diat hangs at the bottom^ Kott, ^he reafon of 
mentioning a fiece of lead being hung beloiAj^ is t9 perform the fam$ 
operation that the force ^f fwiftd doet on a Jail* 

« I Hadft 
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Hadft thou, Arion ! then to leeward been, 
fiternal dark(icfs might have clos'd our fcene ; 
But ruling heaven prolonged thy -vital date 

r 

Severer ills to luffer and relate ? 



F6r while aloft the order they attend^ 
To furl the mainfail or on deck defcend, ' 225 

A wave high-heiving with'ftupendous roll. 
To iiiftant fuin feems ■ to doom the hull * % 
^< O friends, fecurc your hold !" Arion erics. 
It comes all dreadful ! down the veffel lies 
Hcdf bury*d fideways ! while beneath it toft 23[o 
Four feamen off the lee yard-arm are loft ; 
Torn with refiftlefs fqry from their hold, 
In vain their ftruggling arms the yard enfold j 
In Vain to grapple pendent ropes they try, 
•The ropes alas ! a folid gripe deny : 23 j 

.Dalht on the fk)od, they cry and pant for breath, 
Call oft for aid and fain would combat death. 
Th^ impetuous waters booming o'er them fweep, 
'And down they fink to everlafting fleep* 

• Th€ hull Ifi the body of th« ihip« 
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Unable to ^flift, their comrades fee 24b 

The fated vidims die beneath the lee. 
With focial forrow their loft ftate bemoan. 
Perhaps a fatal prelude to their own ! 

I 

In fad fuipence on deck the Pilots ftand, 
Nor can determine on the next command : / 245 

Surrounding dangers now they ponder o'er ; 
A ftortn, a lofty fea, and leeward Ihorc ! 
*' Should they, tho reeft, again the fails extend, 
** Again, in Ihivering ftreapiers they may rend ; ' 
" Or, ihould they ftand, beneath th' oppreflive ftrain 
" The (hip may bend, and never rife again. 
" Too late to weather * now Morea's land, 
♦* And drifting -|- faft on Grecians rocky ftrand.** 
Thus they lament the confequence fevere. 
Where perils, unallay'd by hope, appear. 255 • 

Long pondering in their minds each fear'd event. 
At laft to furl the courfes they confent : 

• To weather afiiore is to pafs on the win^-fide of it, which 
icould not be done here, by reafon of the violence of the ftorm. 

t Drift is the motion and dirediion by which a vefTel is forced 
to leeward fid? way s, when fhe is unablp to carry fail any longer. 

I 2 That 
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That done, to reef the mizen next applf , 
Beneath it, fidelong in the waves, tp try * 



Adown the maft the yvd they tower away; 260 
Then jears and topping-lift f fecure belay : 
Soon, o*er the head the circling canvafs paft J, 
Around the yard and fail the gafket's paft : 
The reef § enwrapt, th* infcrted nittles ty'd, 
The halyar4s throt || and peek a« next apply*d. 265 
The order's given, the yard aloft is fway'd ; 
The brails are gone -^ th* extended fcect belay'd. 

When facrcd Orpheus ! on the Stygian coaft. 
In notes divine iniplor'd his confort loft. 
Not njore adventurous was th' attempt to move 270 
Th' infernal powers with ftrains of heavenly love, 

* To try, is to lie l^roadfid^ to the diref^ion of tbe wind and 
fea in aflorm. 

f Top ping- lift is a tackle which (pps the qppei: end of the mi^ 
lienryard. 

J A piece of caayafs is pafled round the fail here, to prevent th^ 
galket from emitting ' it wl^cn fet; and this is called balancing the 
misen. 

§ The reef of the mizen is at the bottom of it, and the nittles 
are ihort lines which pafTcd through the reef-holes^ are knotted 
, under the foot-rope. (See Bolt-rope, p. 63.) 

II The throt is chat part of the mizen yard which is clofe to the 
pail* 




I «lfc **^*^ 
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The fates and furies filTd the dire domain, 

And tortur'd fouls for ever mourn'd in vain s 

Than mine, in ornamental verfe, to drcfs 

The harfheft founds that terms of Art exprefs, 275 

Such arduous toil fage Daedalus endur'd. 

In mazes felf-invented long immur'd 1 

Till Genius her fuperior aid beftow'd 

To guide him thro that intricate abode. 

Thus long imprifonM in the rugged way 280 

Where Phoebus' daughters never aim*d to ftray. 

The thorny path fatigu'd Fve wander'd o'er. 

And now like Daedalus attempt to foar: 

TJie verfe begins in fmoother notes to flow, 

Replete with fad yaricty of woe, 285 

As yet amid this elemental war. 

Where Defolation, in his gloomy car. 

Triumphant rages round the ftarlefs void, 

^nd Fate on every billow feems to ride ; 

No combinations of diftrefs appear, 290 

To fink the feamen with unmanly fear, 

ISTo future ills unknown their fouls apall, 

yhey know no danger or they fcorn it all ; 

Tho 
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Tho every rifing wavQ more dreadful grows, . 
And, in fucceflion dire, the deck overflows : 295 

They, with feverc fatigue alone oppreft, ' - 
.Would fain indulge an interval of reft. 



Far other cares the Matter's mind employ, .. 
Approaching perils all his hopes deftroy. . 300 

In vain he fpfeads the graduated cliart 
And bounds the diftancc by the rules of art 5 
Acrofs the geometric plane expands 
The conipafles to circumjacent lands ; 
Ungrateful tafk ! for, ;no afylum found, 305 

Death yawns on every leeward (hore around ! . 
,While Alb-ert thus^ with horrid doubts difmay'd> 

The linear diftances all o'er furvey'd,- 
On deck the watchful Rodmond calls aloud - 
*^ Secure your lives ! grafp every man a (hroud !'* 310 
Arrous'd, he mounts, impatient to explore 
The caufe, when fudden, with tremendous roar, , 
A giant furge down ruflies from on high, 
' And fore and aft dilTever'd ruins lie ; 
The hull all trembling, felt th' enormous ftroke -,315 
The boats beneath th' impetuous preflure broke : 

Tom 
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Torn from thtir planks the cracking ring-bolts drew, 

« 

^And gripes and laftiings all afunder flew ; 

Companion *, binnacle -j-, in floating wreck, 

With compafles and glaiTes ftrew'd the deck ; ' 320 

The ballanc'd mizcn rending to the head, 

In fluttering fragments from it's bolt-rope J fled : 

YKe fides convulfive fiiook on groaning beams §, 

And writh'd in labor, yawn'd their pitchy feanis ||. 

They found the well**, and, terrible to hear ! 325 

Along the line five wetted feet appear : 

At either pump they heave the clafliing brake -f :f , 

And, turn by turn, th' ungrateful office take ; 

* The companion is a fquare wooden porch, crefted over the 
hatchway, that goes down to the cabin or apartment of the 
chief officers. • ' 

f The binnacle is a box. which (lands before the helm on decfe, 
containing three cfivifions, the middle one for a lamp or candle, 
and the other two for the compaf&s yvrhich dir^dt the ihip's courfe 
and the watch -glailes. 

X The bolt-rope furrounds every fail, their edges being fewed 
to it : in fquareTails it is diftinguiJhed by three names, viz. head^ 
rope or u|>per part ; leeches or fides ; and foot-ropes or bottoms. 

^ Beams as6 (Irbng pieces of timber ^retching acrofs the ihip, 
to keep the fides at their proper diftance, and fupport the decks. 

II Becaufe the feams or junctions of the planks ~are filled with 
pitch, to prevent the water from penetrating the deck or fides. 

** The pump- well is aii apartment in the (hip's hold that con-* 
tains the main-mad and pumps, and is planked round, to keep the 
cargo clear of the pumps : it is founded by letting^ meafured iron 
rod and line down the pump, by which they know whether the 
leaks increafe or diminifh. 

tt The brake is the pump-handle, which is occaSonally fixed 
and taken off. 

Rod- 
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RoDMOND, Arion and Palemon here 

At this fad tafk all .diligent appear. ^^o 

As fome ftrong citadel, begirt with foes, - 

Tries long the tide of ruin to oppofe ; 

Deftrudbion near her fpreads his black array. 

And death and forrow mark his horrid way ; 

Till in fome fated hour againft lier wall ^^g 

In tenfold rage the mortal thunders fall ; 

It breaks, it burfts before the cannonade,. 

And following hofts the fhjitter'd domes invade ; 

The natives long repel the hoftile flood. 

And Ihield their facred charge in ftreams of blood. 

So they with down-caft looks their pumps attend,, 
And help inceflant by rotation lead j 
But all in vain ! for lo ! the founding clue 
Updrawn, an undiminifh'd depth they view. 
Still o'er the deck, to aggravate their fear, 345 

Fierce torrents rufli in terrible career. 
Nor this fcvere diftrefs is found alone. 
The ribs *, oppreft by ponderous cannon, groan ; 

• Ribs are the curved timbers of ,a ftiip which reach from ^ 
keel or. bottom to the gunnel : by thefe the body of the fhijp i« 
conftrudted, on which the out-fide plank» and cicHng are aAe#- 
wardB placed. 

6 As 
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As in convulfive throes' Pclorus reels 
When the vext hill fome fierce eruption feels : 3^6 
Hoarfe thro his entrails roars th* infernal flame. 
And central thunders rend his groaning fr^me. 



So, reeling fronni the liquid volume*s height, 
The tortur'd fides feem burfting with their weight. 
Accumulating mifchicfs thus arife, 255 

And Fate, vindiftive, all their Ikill defies : 
For this one remedy is only known. 
From the torn Ihip her metal mufl: be thrown. 
Eventful taflc ! which laft diftrefs requires. 
And dread of inftant death alone infpires : 360 

For, while intent the yawning decks to eafc, 
FilPd ever and anon with rufliing feas. 
Some fatal billow, with impetuous fwecp. 
May whirl the floated wretches in the deep. 

No feafon this for counfel or delay, ^6$ 

No moment mull neglefted pafs away. ' 
The boldefl: effprts of th* unconquer'd heart, 
Strong perfeverance with each help of art, 

K Can 
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ff 

I ' 

Can only now their mifery relieve, 

C»n only now a dawn of fafety give. '570 

Swift RoDMOND and Arion downward hafte. 

With able failors on each fide the waift * : 

They loos'd their frappings f , and the forelocks J drew> 

And every cannon from it's carriage threw : 

Hurl'd from refounding hinges o*er the lee^ 375 

Wkh thundering jar, they plunge into the fea. 



Not with feverer agonies pofleft, 
AlcidUs dying, felt th' envenom'd veft. 
When Torture lliot a thoufand pungent pains^ 
In burning fury thro his poifon'd veins : 38a 

He wept and rav'd and try'd, alas ! too late. 
To flop the fwift career of cruel fate ; 
The baneful mantle from his body tore. 
All clogg*d with carnage, all diflain'd with gore : 
His hope, an interval of eafe procured; 385 

iSa^ harbinger of fevenfold patigs endur'd f 

• The waift is the hollow hetween the quarter-deck and fore- 
caftle, or the middle of that deck which is immediately below 
them. 

t Frappings are the tackles and ropes by which the guns are 
faftened to the ftiip's fide. 

X Forelocks are little flat iroti wedges drove into the bolt-ends 
to prevent their loofening in the carriages. 

The 
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The Ihip thus casM, jfbme little refpite finds 
In this rude confiiiS: of the feas and winds : 
But fhort the paufe jof woe ! — new ills impend. 
O'er all the Iky Cimmerian fliades extend, 39^ 

Save when the lightnings, in terrific blaze. 
Deluge the chcerlefs gloom with horrid rays. 
Above the thunderous clouds deep-heaving flow. 
Where grim Dcftrudion threatens ail below : 
Beneath the ftorm lafht furges furious rife, 395 

And wave uproU'd on wave aflails the fkies : 
She, almoft bury'd in the black profound. 
Beholds with fiery glare huge hills. furround. 



With ceafelefs toils and hazards thys oppreft, 
Pifmay and anguifli every foul poflefti 400 

For while, in fweeping inundation, o*er 
The fea-beat fhip, the booming waters roar. 
No diminution of the leaks is found ; 
The (flattering pumps -with conftant ftrokes refound : ^ 
And round each leaping box thb toiugh bull-hide *, . 
By fridlion wore, muft ever be fupply'd, 

* The leather which is nailsd roand the pomp-boxes or fuckers* 

K 2 Their 



68 



THE SHIPWRECK, 



Their finking hearts unufual horrors chill, ■ 

a 

And down their weary limbs thick fweats diftrl. 
No cafe, no refpite in thefe fad extremes ! 
Pregnant with fome new woe, each moment teems ! 



Again theChief th* inftrudive draught extends, 
And o'er the figur'd plane attentive bends. 
To him the motion of each orb was known 
That wheels around the fun's refulgent throne : 
But here, alas ! his fcience nought avails, 415 

Skill droops unequal, and experience fails. 
The different traverfes, fince twilight made. 
He on the hydrograjphic circle laid, 
Theni in the graduated arch contained, 
This angle of ice-way, feven points, remain'd, 4.2Q 
Her place explored -with matheniatic art, 
Sad confternation dampt his mighty heart. 
When, on th* immediate line of drift he found 
The rugged ifle, with rocks and breakers bound 
Of Falconcra*, diftant only now 425 

Nine leffening leagues beneath the leeward bow : . 
And if on thofc deftruftive ledges toft, 
Xhp helplefs bark with all her crew are loft. 

* Bee fhe fhip's track in the chart. 
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As fatal ftill appears, that danger o'er. 

The fteep St. George and craggy Gardalor. 430 

With him the Pilots of their hopelefs ftate, 

In mournful cpnfultation long debate j 

Then Albert, from th' unconfcious crew apart, 

To them reveaPd the dictates of his heart. 



r 

" Our barkj'in this dread * interval, no more 435 
<* Can bear thefe watery mountains thunder o'er : 
" One only fhift, tho defperate, we muft try, 
** And that, before the boifterous ftorm to fly : - 
*« Then lefs her ^desf will feel the furges* power, 
** Which thus may foon the foundering hull devour. 
** Nor muft we, now bereft of every fail, 44 j 

" Attempt to fteer obliquely on the gale ; 
** For then, if f broaching fideward to the wave, 

m * 

" Sea-log*d J, fhe finks us in a liquid grave : 

^« Vain all endeavours then to § bear away, 445 

** Nor helm, nor Pilot would Ihe more obey." * 

• The hollow of the fea, where the Ihip tries a-hull with her 
fide to it's diredlion. 

t See th« note of broaching too in the third Canto. 

J A fhipr is faid to be water-log'd, when by rpringing a Ical^ 
(be has a great quantity of water in her hold, fo as to become 
Jipavy ati,d inactive on the fea. 

§ See above, page 48, note 2, as this is the fame operation 
yvjiich is explained there, 

5 He 
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He faid ; and Rodmond, aftive, ftrong and brave^ 
From him diflenting, other counfel gave : < 
In every peril of the ocean trained, 
Courage and flcill his mighty heart fuftain'd. 450 

p 

*' Ah ! where, with fafety, can we dare to icud 
«« Before this tempeft and purfuing flood ? 
f* Tho Corinth's gulf extend along the lee^ 
** To whofe fafe ports appears a paflage free, 
** Yet think this furious unremitting gale 455 

** Deprives the (hip of every ruling fail ; . 
** And if before it flie di redly flies, 
** New ills enclofe us, and new dangers rife. 
-•' A rugged fliore, where lurking flielves abound^ , 
^* On rocks unfeen where breakers roar around, 460 
« Our hull, if once it ftrikes that iron coaft, . 

« 

*« Afunder burfts, in infl:ant riiin lofl:^ 
" Such mifchiefs follow if we bear away, 
/* O fafer that fad refuge to delay ! 

" Our crew, tho Ibng opprefl: with toils fevere, 4^' 
'* Still at the pumps, corifefs no terror near ; 

' « Shall 
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« Shall we their dreadlefs fpirits then difmay ? 

** Or bid the generous fparks of hope decay ? 

" This ftorm, tho terrible, may foon fubfide, 

" Or with lefs violence enrage the tide ; 47O 

" Then may our leaks decreafe, our fails once more 

^* With fafety guide to fome relieving fhorc.'* 



Thus RoDMOND fpoke, in long experience try*d, ' 
And ceas'd \ to which An ion foon reply'd. 
Not o'er his vernal life the ripening fun 475 

Had yet progreflive, twice nine fummers run. 
Slow to debate, yet eager to excel. 
In thy fad fchool, ftern Neptune ! taugJit too well. 
With lafting pain to rend his youthful heart 
Dire Fate in venom dipt her keeneft dart ; 48a 

Till his firm fpirit, tempered long to ill. 
Forgot her perfecuting fcourge to feel. 
His mind, that on each incident refleds, 
Thus links the chain of caufcs and efieds. 



C( 



Can we, delay*d in this tremendous tide, 4^5 

« A moment paufe what purpofe to decide ? 

' " Alas ! 
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" Alas ! from circling horrors, thus combin'dy 

** One method of relief alone we find ! 

" Thus water-log'd, thus hclplefs to remain 

*' Amid this hollow, how iU-judg'd ! how vaki ! 490 

". Our fea-breacht veffel canv ho longer bear 

*< The floods that o'er herr burft in dread carc;er : • 

*' At every pitch th' overwhelming waters bend 

*S Beneath their load the quivering bow^rit's end: 

" At either pump our feamen pant for breath,. 495 

^ In dire difmay, anticipating dea^h : 

« Still all our powers th' increafing leaks defy^ 

" We fink at fea, no fliore, no harbor nigh, 

" One dawn of hope yet cheers the difmal gloom, 

** To light and fave us from the watery tomb ; 50© 

" That only ray of hope direfts to veer, 

" And bids our fliip before the tempeft fleer. 

« *Tis urg'd, that thus without one guiding fail . 
« She feuds to rocky coafts before the gale : 
<« But Falconera's ifland we may ftiun, 505 

«« And loilg appears to Gfrecian fiiore's oiir run v 
<* Our veffel then will bear the following feas, . 
«« Before this raging tempeft more at eafe. 

*' And 
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^' And fince as foon that tempefl: will decay 

*' When fleering fhoreward, wherefore thus delay ? 510 

•* Or there two cables join'd at length may ride 

** The^maftlefs hull, long floating on the tide \ 

^< Unknown what incidents may then appear) 

*' But death inevitable hovers here/' 



While thefc diftrefsful themes Palemon heard, 515 
Extreme afBi(3;ion in his looks appear*d \ 
His finking heart confefl a fovcrcign dread. 
And from his bofom hope and vigor fled. 
Mov'd to the foul, Arion faw his pain. 
And focial anguifli' throb'd in every vein : 52a 

For, all awake to fricndfhip's living heat, 
In his rapt breafl pathetic tremors beat ; 
That warmly felt the tides of paflTion flow. 
Alive to pleafure, and alive to woe. . 
He try'd with foft perfuafion's melting lore, 525 

Palemon*s fainting courage to reflore ; 
His wounded fpirit healM with friendlhip's balm. 
And bade each conflid of the mind be calm. 
Now had the Pilots all events revolv'd. 

And on their final refuge thus rcfolv'd. 530 

L Then 
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Then to the crew, whom racking doubts perplex^ 
The dreadful purpofe AtstRT thus direfts. 



a 



cc 
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" Ye haplefs' partners in a wayward fate ♦ 
*' Whofe courage now is known perhaps too late ; 
" Ye ! who unmov'd behold tJie lawlefs ftorni 535 
** In horrid confli6b all the deep deform, 
" Who, patient in adverfity, ftill bear 

The firmeft front when greateft ills are near I 
The truth, tho painful, I muft now reveal. 
What till the laft I purposed to conceal. 54Q 

" Ingulft, all helps of art we vainly try 
** To weather leeward fliores5 alas ! too nigh : 
*' Our waverrWreckt fides no longer can fuftain 
** Thefe fierce invalions of the burfting m^n. 
" From this, one remedy alone we find, 545 

*' To veer, and feud before the following wirjtd. 
** Perhaps even then to fcenes of death we fteer, 
" For rocky fhores beneath our lee appear^ 
" Unlefs by Heaven's afliftance we can gain 
" Some creek or inlet of the Grecian Itnain : ' 55^ 
" That goal indeed concludes our fad career, 

«* But that's remote, and inftant death is hei-e. 

«« But 
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<« 'But if, determined by the will of Heaven, 

" Our helplefs bark at laft aftiore is driven, 

* 

*' Thefe counfels followed, from the watery grave, 5^5 
•' Our crew perhaps amid the furf may fave. . 



" Firft every ax to hand convenient lay, 

** And lalh fecure, to cut the, malls away : 

'' The longed lines on deck muft be conveyed,. 

*' And on the weather quarter-rails belay 'd ; 560 

" If haply fome alive fhould reach the land, 

" Th' extended cords to fallen on the ftrand. 

*' Whene'er loud breaking on the leeward Ihpre, 

** While yet aloof, we hear the furges roar, 

*' Thus for the imminent event |)repar'd, ^65 

" Brace fore and aft ^ to ftarboard every yard ; 

" Then, broach ^ the veflel to the weftward round, 

^* And climb the rigging till Ihe llrikes th.e gropnd : 

/' ~ 

• The intent of bracing the yards fore and aft here is to lie 
under the mafts when they are cut away, in ordei* to float them bet- 
ter up from off the rocks, that the men may the fafer get along 
upon them. 

f Broaching too is bringing the fide to the wind in a florm, 
but is commonly underftood to be done by accident or negiedl, on 
account of the great difficulty in fleering a ihip before the ftorm 
and fca : and this is done here to bring the veffel's broadfide to 
the (hore, fo that the ipafls, when cut away, may poilibly reach 
to it, in order to effe^ the efcape of the crew. 

L 2 " When 
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" When firft her^ bottom feels the dreadful fhock, 

" With fhattered bilges oa the pointed rock; 570 

*' The ableft fcamen from the Ihrouds defcend, 

** And laftiinga * round their waifts fecurely bend \ 

*« Then burft the hatches f off, and every ftay 

*' And every fattening lanyard J cut away : 

" Planks, gratings, booms and rafts to leeward caft, 575 

" Then with redoubled ftrokes attack each maft ; 

*' That buoyant lumber may fuftain you o'er 

" The rocky ftielves and ledges to the fhore. 

*' But, on the mafts, if poffible, remain, 

" The fureft method fafety to obtain ! 580 

*' Ttio great the danger, and the talk fevere, 

^* Yet bow not to the tyranny of fear ; 

*' If once that flaviih yoke your fouls fubdue, 

** Adieu to hope, to life itfelf adieu ! 

• Lafhings are lines to faften any thing, and are here defigncd 
to fecure the men from being wafhed over-board by the height of 
the Tea while employed on deck. 

f Hatches are the covers of the hatchways, of which gratings 
are a particular kind made to let the light pafs between decks. 

X Lanyard 5 there is in the lower end of every fhroud, and up- 
per part of every chain-plate, a round block of wood, called a 
dead-eye, with three holes in it, and the lanyard is a rope that, 
paiiing through the holes of both dead-eyes, becomes fixfold, and 
draws it*s refpeftive fhroud quite taught, for the fccurity of the 
xnaft ; fo that ihefe muft all be cut away previous to the maft, ia 
order to difcngage it from the fide. 

« I know 
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** I know among you fomc have oft beheld .585 
** A blood-hound train, by Rapine's luft impel'd, 
** On England's cruel coaft impatient (land, 
•"To rob the wanderers wreckt upon their ftrand. 
" Th' inhofpitable office they purfue, 
*« And ftrip with favage hafte the murder'd crew 5 599 
" Who, 'fcap'd from every horror of the main, 
^^ Implor'd their mercy, but implored in vain. 
" But dread not here fuch facrilegious bands, 
*' For gentler arc the natives of thefe lands ; 
,*' Who, tho more wretched, yet are more humane, sg^ 
** And fhed the focial tear at mortal pain. 



" No more remains, but now prepare to veer, 
" Away two Ikilful helmfmen aff to fteer ! 

^^ • 

** And thou Eternal PoweA ! whofe awful fway 
** The ftorms revere, and roaring feas obey ! 600 
^* On thy fupreme afliftance we rely: 
" Thy mercy fupplicate, if doom'd to die ! 
*• To thy unerring will fubmiflive truft, 
^* With whom " whatever is^ is everjufi.^^ 

Thus 
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Thus in a land that adverfe powers diftreis, 605 
That fore fatigue and peril long opprefs ; 
Whofe wealth to viftor-hofts becomes; a prey. 
Till all her vigor, pride and fame decay : • 

Some (kilful ftatefman, from the ruling helm. 
Beholds black Ruin hovering o'er his realm : 6io 
He darts around his penetrating eyes. 
Where dangers grow and hoftile onions rife : 
Watchfial remarks the mifchief-planning foe. 
Eludes their fchemes^ ai)d fruftrates every blow ; 
Tries his laft art the tottering ftate to favc, 615 

Qv in it*s rpins find 2, glorious grave. 



The order now was given to bear away. 
The order given, the Timoncers obey. 
Both ftay-fail * Iheets to mid-fhips were conveyM 
And round the fore-maft on each fide belay *d, 620 
Thus ready, to the halyards they apply, 
They ho'ril, — away the flitting ruins fly ! 

• It has been before mentioned, that the fore-ftay-f^il is one of 
the fails which commands the fore-part of the (hip» and is for 
that reafon hoified at this time, to bear her fore-part round before 
the wind : fo,*- the fame reafon, after it is fplit^ the foremoft yards 
are braced aback, that is, to form right angles with the dirediop a 
of the wind. For a further ilJullratioa of this, fee the fubfequentf 
nptc.. 

But 
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But Albert ftill new remedies prepares, 

» 

Conceals his grkf, and doubles all his cafe$. 

** Come aft and lower the mizen-yard on deck P* 62$ 

He calls, " and brace the forepioft yards aback ! 

" Unmov'd ftic lies, nor will the helm obey ! 

" Then quickly cut the mizen-maft away* !** 

• When a fliip is forced by the violence of a contrary wind to 
furl all her fails, if the fiorm increafe and the fea continue to en- 
large, fhe is oftacn drained to fo great a degree, that, to eafe her, 
fhe mud be made to run before their mutual diredion ; which 
however is rarely done but in cafes of the lall neceffity. Now as Ihe 
has no head-way the helm is deprived of it's governing power, as 
the latter efFe£t is only produced in confequence of the former ; it 
therefore neceiTarily requires an uncommon effort to wheel or turn 
her into any different pofition. It is an axiom in natural philo- 
fophy, that E*very bodv 'will perfevere in ii*s fiate cf refiy or mo<ving 
uniformly in a right hne^ unlefs it be compelled to change ii*s Jiate' by 
forces impreffed : and that the change of motion is proportional to the 
moving force impreffed^ and is made according to the right line in 'wbich 
that force dSls, 

By this principle it is eafy to conceive hqw a ihip is compelled 
tatUrn into any diredlion by the force of the wind ading upon 
her iails in lines parallel to the plane of the horizon ; for the 
fails may be fofetas to receive the current of air either diredtly, 
or more or lefs obliquely ; and the motion communicated to the 
fhip muft of neceflity conipire with that of the wind. As there- 
fore the fhip lies in fuch a iituation as to have the -wind and fea 
diredtly on her fide, and thefe increafe to fuch a height, that fhe 
mufl either founder or feud before the florm ; the aftmoft fails 
are firfl taken in, or fo placed that the wind has very little power 
on them, and the head-fails or foremoft iails are fpread abroad, 
fo that the whole force of the wind is exerted on the fhip's fore- 
part, which muil therefore of neceffity yield to it's impulfe. The 
prow being thus put in motion, it's motion mull confpire with 
that of the wind, and will be puihed about fo as to run immedi- 
ately before it : for this reafon, when no more fail can.be carried, 
the: f')remofl yards are braced abacfc, that is, in fuch a poiition as 
to 1 t'ceive all the current of air they can cpntain diredly, to per- 
fonn the operation of head-fails ; and the mizen-yard is lowered 
Vj rruiuce the fame effeft as furling, or placing obliquely the aft- 



8o THE SHIPWRECK, 

He faid ; to cut the girding ftay they run, 
Soon on ?ach fide the fever*d flirouds arc gone : 63a 
The broaci ax fmites aloud the founding tree. 
That tottering, craflung^ tumbles o'er the lee. 



Thus when fome limb is feiz*d with gangrened pains" 
That fpread their baneful influence thro the veins, 
Th* experienced artift all his flcill applies 63$ 

« 

To check the dire contagion as it flies ; 

But if the malady eludes his art, 

To favc the whole he wifely dooms a part : 

To ftop the courfcof Death^s inflaming tides, 

Th* infedted member from the trunk divides. 640 

moll fails ; and this attempt being found infufficient, the mizeiw 
mail is cut away, which muft have been follou'ed by the main- 
msL^, if the expelled effed had not taken place. 



End of the Second CANTO. 
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C A M T O HI. 

t 

-^Y^ I^ E war c^ lawie6 jaflioHs t(j contitrf^ 
* To mck in Kving fympathy the fool. 
The heart's remote recdOfes to explore^ 
And touch it's iprings when profe avaH'd no mottt i 
This noUe pitrpofe taught the ckffic lyre ' ^ 

In human breads' to wake celeftial firp : 
The kindling fpirit caught th* empyreal ray. 
And gbw'd congenial with die fwelHng lay> 
When great Maeonjdes, in rapid fong^ 
Thfe thundering tide of battk rolh abng,' t(g 

Each raviih'd bofom feels the high alarms. 
And all the burning pulfes beat to arms : 
Hence war's terrific gloiy to diljplay. 
Became the theme of every epic lay. 

Ana 
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And when his fympathetic numbers tell 1^ 

WKat cKrc diftrefs Laertes* fon befel. 
The tragic mp^fures, weeping $s they fioW, 
Piilblve the foul with extafy of woe. 

# • 

Far thro the boundlefs realms of thought he Iprings^ 
In fun-watd flight With Peg$fean wings j jtp 

While diftajit Poet?, trembling as they view 
Their guiding ft^r, his arduous track, purfpe. 
His magic iroict thvit n>U&s ^nd delights^ 
^Uures and' guides to c^imb OlympUi^ heighj^s, 
But I, in chee^lefs (jouds bewildered ftrays ^s 

Without I^is facred be^ to point my way ; 
fiLixdy in thefe d^gpfpv$ fields unus*4 to tread^ 
Explore t^e devious path with foleqm dread. 
'Tis true Jie )ii^ty flcetch'd the bold defign. 
But toils more joylefs, more fevereare miiie ; 30 
Since o'er thi^t fcene his pcri'cil fwiftly ran, 
Subfervient only to a nbbler piait : 
^ut I, pef|>l«;itt in labj^rxnths of arc^ , 
AnatoMite and bla^oh t^ery psixt : 
Attempt with pMliiiW tttimbers to dii|day 3^ 

'^lie^ludft'd events ki fegular aiTay« 



, ^ 
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Tho hard the tafk, to fing in varied ftrains. 

When ftill unchanged the fame fad theme remains ! 

O could it draw companion's melting tear 

For equal agonies oft feen too near } . 4^ 

For equal wretches oft to ruin caft. 

On Albion's ftrand, before the wintry, bbft \ 

For all the pangs, the complicated ill* 

Her braveft fans, her guardian failors feci ! 

Then every breaft Ihould figh at our diftreft, 45 

This were the fummitof my hop'd fucc6& c 

For this thro mazes I my theme purfue^i 

Which nor M^onidis nor Mar6 knew. 



N0W9 from the fide the mizen^ruins clear. 
The yielding prow at laft began to veer : . $^ 

<^ Square, fore «nd aft, the yards T* the Mailer calls, 
*« While round before di* enlarging * wind fhe falls : 
^^ You Timoneers ! her motion dofe attend, 

» . - 

«* For on your fleerage all our lives depend ! 

*« So, fteddy \ meet her, watch the curving prow, 55 

<^ And from the gale dirfc&ly let her go ! 

* T)ie mnd is iaid to enlarge when it yeen from the iid» towsrdi 
flif fiero, which it confeqociitly mufi as the ihip veers before it. 

« Star- 
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«« Starbadrcl'*tgain \^ tV attentive Pilots cry^ 

«* Starboard,** the Timonecrs again reply : 

TKcn back to * port, revolving at command. 

The wheel rolls fwifdy thro each glowing hand. 69 

AU lonely o*er the deiart wafte (he flies, 

Scourg'd on by forges, ftorms and burfting ikies : 

As when enclofing harponeers affail. 

In arftio feas, th* unconfcious floating whale. 

Their piercing irons wound his fcaly fide, 6$ 

He groans, he darts impetuous down the tide ^ 

And) rackt all o'er with lacerating pain. 

He dies remote beneath the flood in vain* 



• 



So with refiftlels hafte the wounded (hip 

Shoots from the chacing waves along the deep : 7^ 

I 
While, dalht apart by her dividing prow. 

Like burning adamant, the waters glow : 

The maddening winds with tenfold fury blend. 

And from above huge catarafts defcend. 

High o'er the ftern th' afpiring feas enlarge, 75 

And with redoubled ire their force difcharge. 

« * See pagc^ ^9, note 2 : the left fide of the fhip is caUeS port 1% 
fteering, that the helmfinan may not miHake larboard for iUrooardg 
when the pilot calls. Th^ hdm U CQiOBuaded by a wheel* 

3 Noij 
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Now on the Wprhoft wave tip^heaV'd ffie? ridesr. 
While clofc bcheafli tli' enormous gylf 4ttides j . - 
Novr, launthing, headlong dbwn the hor^d vj^Ie, 
JJecaln^d, flie hears no niote the hoWlmg gale 5 8^ 
Till up^returning on fucceedJng hills. 
Again, it's direful power Sue trembling fceh t 
As that rebellious Atrgel who from Ifeayenf 
To regjoj^s of eternal pain was drrvtn, 
When dreadlels he forfool? % Styglah * ^ore^ 8| 
The difta'nt realms of Eden to explore : 
Sometimes fublim'd oh fulphirr*d clouds oh high^ 
Jie laird adventurous thro th* infernal flcy } 

Then in fpme dreadful vacuum plunging down, 

* 

Far m the void abrqpt of h^g^t v^as thrpwq* gq 

Even fo fhe climbs the briny inOMhtain*s height^j 
Then down the dire abyfi precipitates her ^ight. 

• « . ■ , 

ALBEftT and Rormonp Qn the poop appear. 

There to direft each guiding Timoneer ; 

While at ifhe heid the watch Asjon k^ps, g0 

To Ihun -Wl^at cniifcrs wander oh the aee|>s : 

Whcfc'^er he moves, FAtEMOK ftil^ attends, 

As if <)n him his only hope depends. 

9 See Milt. Par. Loft, b. IL 
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While ever and, spw, wi* ?»MS^ *?»»•» 
The Pilots caU l;p 4Acffi| /#«l/ifirflrf 7 : /^ 106 
Thus o'er the flood four hours (he fcudding flew. 
When Falconcra's rugged difii i|^cjr v^x ■ 
Flatly along the; Ur]|x)»rd \fpw dc^iy?4i: 
AsLO'^r it's mou«»m Mj>^ |^ |igtVUM$&« ^§k 

In dire amazenj^nt ij^ettfd Jipf >fta»df -• ;pt>S 
And hear thfljirgcsbfajtiierodty >c 

But fcarce perceiv'd> wben paftjtbfr bcamitiflie4 ' • 
Swift as th$: r^pid j^i^g^e £leayfis.ii>lJe fldesi / ; 
That danger o'er I'cfleAa ar&cble joy. 
And a fainc fiUi^tin ^bioosiq extsy ejp t ' 1 1^ 
As, in th* Atlantic ocean, when we find 
Some alp of i?c dnv(&B feathW^rd by the wincjj. 

The fultry air a|) Il^ke;)>flg pditfs acaund^ 

In deliige$ of ioirrM ei^et ii/fomifA i 

TiU whee the ^oating iflp %f^q(^tjxt» nigh*, i >i| 

In cooling tide? ih' ^i«^ J?^om?S % 1 : ^ 

Awhile, deliyer'd frc^ tb$(/icond^ag heat^ 
In fmooth tr^nq^i^^y oyr mil&f bes^ 



V 



- ^^uch ):r^tt0«0t pfeafure^ astfaeyp^ this^ Hilain^j 
A moment badp^ their chrobmg hearts expand : ; 1 20 

But 
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Short gleams of eafe das I thofe joys beibw i 
Too foon elapfe our interval of woe I 



Say, Mbmory ! thou from whofe unerring tongue 

Inflxudive flows the aniriiated fong ! 

• • • ' 

What regions now the fcudding fhip furround ? i2£ 

Regions in former ages k>hg renown'd ; 

That, once the Posts theme, the Muses' joy. 

Now }(^ in fcatter'ii defidation lie* - . 

Did they wboTe fad'diftrcis thefe lays deplotv, 

Unfkill'd in Grecian orin Roman iolt, }* <30 

Unconfcious pals zkmg ^ach famous fhbtt ? 

They did ; for in this defart, joykfs foil 

No flowers of genial Science deign to fmile $ 

For native tempefts hire with Dkftirig breath, 

Defpoil and doom the y>etfial buds to death ; , 139 

The (bul's ferene with gloomy clouds deform. 

And roufe it's temper to perpetual ftorm. 

Then if one haplels youth anK>ng this train. 

Had rang'd fair Science 1 on thy fertile plain. 

Since thy falubrious ftreams with power divine, 149 

To purer fenfe the fi>Jften'd foul refine. 

Sure; 
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Sure he, amid unfocral mates immured, 

To learning Ipft, feverer grief endur'd : ^ 

In vain might Phoebus' ray his mind infpirc. 

Since Fate with torrents quencht the kindling fire, 1 45 

If one this pain of living death poffelt, 

It dwelt fupreme, Arion ! in thy breaft. 

When, with Palemon watching in the night. 

Beneath pale Cynthia's melancholy light. 

You oftf recounted thofe furrounding ftatcs- 150 

Whofe glory Fame with bra:5en tongue ' reUte^, 

> 

Immortal Athens * firft, in ruin fprcad, 
' ^Contiguous lies, at Port Liono's head. 
Great fourpe of Science ! whofe immortal name 

Stands foremoft in the glorious rgll of Fame. 155 

» 

Here godlike Socrates and Plato Ihpne, 
And, firm to ,truth„ eternal honor won ; 
The firft for virtue's caufe his life refign'd. 
By Heaven pronounced the wifeft of mankind i 
The laft proclaimed aloud th' undymg foul ,. i^o 
No fatal doom to limits could control. 
Juft Aristid^s here m^intaifi'd the c^ufe 
Whpfe facred precepts fhine thro Solon's laws. 

* Moft of the countries dcfcribcd here arc in the chart prefixed. 
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Jlere Solon Hy'd, the philofo|)liic fage, 

Who fled from Pisistkatus* crpel rage. ifij| 

Of all her noble fabrics no>^ alone 

3ome columns (land with mantling weeds o'crgrow% 

The wandering ftranger near the port dl^fcries 



A fnow-white lion, of enormous fizc. 

Of antique marble ; hence the haven's name, 1 7<Jt 

Unknown to niodern native^ whence it came. 



Next, in the gulf of Engia, Coriftth lie^s 
Whofe gorgeous ftruftures feem'd to ftrikc the ikies ;^ 
Whom, tho by tyrant-vidtors oft fubdu'd, 
Qreece, Egypt, Rome with admiration yiew'd ; 1 7« 
|Ier name, for architecture long renown'd, 
^pred like the foliage which her cplumns crown*d ;^ 
But, wide difperft in fad deftruftion, now 
h found adjacent on the (larboard bow. 

Then, further weftward, on Mprea*s land, i$o 
Kair Mifitra { thy modern turrets ftand. 
Ah ! who unmov'd with fecret woe can tell 
That herp great Lacedaemon's glory fell ? 

*tlcxt 
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ticre once fhc fiortfii'd, at whofe trumpet's found, 
'War burft hi^ chains and nations ihook around. 1S5 
Here brare L^okidas, alas 1 no itiore 
Thro all Achaia bids her thunder roar ; 
He^ wheii the mighty Xerxes from afar 
Advanced with Pcrlta^s funilefs hoft$ to war, 
. Till ^a^^donia ihr«nk b^n^ath hi? fpear, 19a 

And Greece »U i?iudde|^*d as thi? chief drew qe^W- 
He, at Thermopylae's decifive plaii^, 
^h^ir for<;e .<)ppo$^ii with Sparta's gjoriou$ trftin j 
Till Oeta faw the Tymnf s conquer'4 hQft, , 

in gafping jnUUpns, Weetl Qn Grecift^s co^ft; igg 

Thus vanquift'd hwghtf Afift he^rd thy fame. 

And Thebes and Athens trembled at thy name. 

Thy ftate, fftppprfed by LvcuRCys' Uws, 

Gain'd, like thine arms., fuperlativc applaufc* 

Even great E^famjnonpas ftroye in vain io^ 

To curb thy fpirit with the Theban chain : 

But ah I how low that free-born fpirit now ! 

Thy abjeft fons to haughty Tyrants bow : 

A'&lfe, degenerate, fupcrftitious race 

Jnfeft thy region, and it's name difgrace ! ii6^ 

N » ' ■ ■ Nor 
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Not diftant far Arcadia's blcft domains 
Pelopo;inefus' circling, jfhore contains. 
Thrice happy foil ! where ftill ferenely gay 
Fair Flora breath'd around perpetual May : 
Where buxom Geres bade each fertile field 2icfc 
Spontaneous gifts, in rich profulion, yield. 
The guiltlefs fhepherds, o'er thefc filvan plains^ 
^ To rural pleafures fung their artlefsHrains ; 

Or with th* enamor'd Maid fupremely bleft^ - ^ 

When melting raptures warm*d each youthful breaft, 2 1 $ 

Reclining in fome floSyer-bcdeckt alcove, 

Diflblv'd the warbled notes to dying love j * 

Soft as the happy Swain^s inchanting lay 

That pipes among the Jhades of 'Endermay. 

Now, fad reverfe ! Oppreflion*s iron hand' - 226 

i 



Subjedts her native's and defpoils her land ! i , 
In lawlefs rapine nurft, a fanguine train, ^ 
With midnight ravage fcour th',uncultur'd plain. .: 

. Fam*d Argos here in ruins too we find, 
Whofe Monarch all the powers of Greece combined, 225 
^ And led in ftrong array the warrior-hofts 
Acrofs th' Agean main to Dardan coafts. 

Unhappy 
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t 

tJnhappy King ! who, on a hoftik ihore • 
Fatigue and danger. ten long winters bore; j 
And when rcftorM to nativcTcalms at laft, ' 23d 
To reap the harveft of his troubles paft. 
There found a perjur'd- friend and fsuthiefs wi&. 
Who facrificM to impious luft his life. * 






Adjacent to Ardadia ftretch thefe plains. 
And, o'er their realms, a powerful Tyrant reigns. 235 



Weftward of thefe, beyond the ifthmus, lies 
The long-fought ifle of Ithacus the wife. 
Where fair Penelope, of him deprived, 
To guard her honor endlefs fchemes contrived* 
She, only Ihielded by a ftripling fon, 24.Q 

Her lord Ulysses long to Ilion gone, 

m 

The warm attacks of fuitor-kings rcpePd, 

And undefird her nuptial contrad held ; 

True to her vows, and refolutely chafte, ' 

Me* arts with art, and triumphed at the laft. 245 



Next Macronifi is adjacent Icen, 
yftidcc adverfe winds detained the Spartan queen ; 



Fbr 



For whom in arttts combin'd the Grecian hoU^ : 

With vengeance fir^d, invaded Fhrygia*s coaft : 

For whom fo long they labor'd to deftroy 25A 

The lofty turrets of bekaguer'd Troy : 

Here, driven by furious flornas, frqm Ilion loft, 

Th* unhappy, faithlefa HstSK firft was toft* . 

The port art image bears of Parian ftone^ 

Th' antiquity to preffpt Qreck? un^ooyrp. ji|5 



* 



i 



Next, Delos irt th' Aegean feas is founds 

Whofe cpaft the rocky Cycladcs furround^ 

> . - 

High honor'd ifle ! on whofe ipimp^al fhorej 

Phoebus and Cynthia, fair Latona bore* 

Thy facred ftrand furroundiRg Greece rever'd ! 2,6^ 

Thy hallow'd groves even diftant P^rf» fcgr'd ! 

But now, a deiart, unfrequented land. 

No human footftep marks the tracklefs fand« 



• North-eaft ward farther npar Natolia^ co^ftf 
Sunds Lemnos' fertiic rcgLpn, Vvxcan'? bij^ : z6^ 
Where in her rage avenging Juno hurPd 
Jlim, from Olympus, to this nether wprJd f ~ : 

ttei» 



«r HE S MIP WR£CiL ^i 

'l^crc his (Eternal anvils firft he rear'cj* 

Then, fbrg'd by CyclopHan art, ^ppe^rM 

T'hunders that fhook the world with dread alarms, 27Q 

And^ formed by fldll divine, immortal arms.- 

Jlcre, with the vijcft of t;V empyreal race, 

^ wretch deforitt^d, devoid of every grace. 

In wedlock liv*d the beauteous Queen of Love : 

Can fuch fenfatic^is heavenly bofoms move f "^7$ 

I « 

Eailward of this appears tli? Qardan Ihore, 
That once th* imperial to'wtrs of IHum boit j 
lUuftrious Troy '! ' renown*d in every clime. 
Thro the long records of fucCeding time ! 
Who faw protefting goos from Heaven defend 28^ 
full oft, her royal bulwarks to defend : 
Tho chiefe unnprnbefM in her caufe were flain. 
With Fate the gods and heroes fought in vain, 
^his rcfiige of perfidious Helen's (hame 
At pidnight was involvVi in Grecian flame : 285 
Py Time's deep-piercing coulter harrow'd o'er, 
IJnknown the fpot that once great Ilium bore : 
No trace of her proud fabrics now remains, 
jBut corn and yines o'erfpread her cultured plains. 

Silver 
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Silver Scamandcr laves the verdant fhore, 4go 

Scamander, oft. o*erflow'd with hoftile gore ! 



Not ditt^nt far from Ilion's famoys land, ' 
In countcrvipw, appears the Seftian ftrgnd. 
Where beautepus Hbrp, frojn the turret's height 
Diiplay'd her creffet each revolving night, 295 

yrhofe gleam direfted lo v'd Le a n d e r o'er 
The raging Hellefpont from Ada's Ihorc j 
Till,, i^- a fated hour, on Thracia^s coaft 
She faw her haplefs lover's body toft : 
Then felt her bofom agony ievere, . * . 30a 

Her bright eyes trembling pour'd th' iqcefTant tear 2 
^Raving, in all the pangs of wild defpair 
She beat her fwelling breaft, ftie tore her hair 5 
On dear Leander's name in vain ftie cry'd. 
Then headlong plungM into the parting tide : 305 
Th' exulting tide received the lovely maid,. 
And proudly froni the ftrand it's freight conyey'd. 

Far weft of Phrygian plains we next explore^^ 
!]^eyond Aegean feas the Delphic ihore, 

• a The 
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The facred oracle of Phoebus here ' 310 

Taught every age and nation to revere ; 

Achaian marl^le form'd the gorgeous pile, 

Auguft the fabric ! el^ant it*s ftilc^. 

The roof, where fretted tablatures. appeared, 

On columns of Corinthian mould was rear'd ; 315 

The ihafts of f^arlan porphyry were fram'd, 

And round the hollow dopie bright jewels flani*d ; 

On brazen hinges turn'd the ponderous dodrs. 

And checquer'd marble pav'd the polilhM floors : 

Apollo's priefts, before the holy ftirine, 320 

Suppliant pouPd forth their orifons divine 5 

Againft thQ fun's defcending beam 'twas plac'd, 

JWith ftrin'ged harps and branching laurels graced j 

Around the fane, engrav'd by Vulcan's hand, 

The Sciences and Arts were feen to ftand; 325 

Here Aejsculapius* fnake difplay'd his crefl:, 

And burning glories fparkled on his breaft, 

While Death and pale Difeafe, in headlong flight. 

Shot from his ardent eye's infpiring light. 

Of this great temple, thro* the world renown'd, 330 

Sunk in oblivion, no remains are found. 

O Con- 



^~A 
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Contiguous hcrc» with lofty woods o'criprcd, 
^krnaflus rears to Heaven it's honor'd head : 
Along the vales unfading laurels grow. 
And aromatic flowers perpetual blow : 5^5 

The warbling birds on every fpi;ay above, . 
To living rapture wake the vocal grove : 
While o'er th* eternd ipring that laughs beneath,. 
Elyfian zephirs pour their fpicy breath : 
Here with immortal harps the facred Nine 240 

Exalt to extafy their airs divine ^ 
All fadly-fweet the balmy currents roll. 
And footh to fofteft peace the tortur'd foul ; 
Or t^id the Paphian lute mellifluptis play. 
And tune to plaintive love the liquid lay r ^; 

While all alive the breathing hills around. 
On odorous gale&, feraphic tunes refound : - 
Fair Pleafure leads in dance the happy hours, . 
Or melts in joy amid ambrofial bowersv 



Stop wandering thought \ methinksl feel their drains 
DifFufe a magic languor thro my veins. 
Awake, O Memory ! from th* infeftious dream, 
.With brazen lungs refume the kindling theme ! 

Depart 
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Pepart the realms that fmiling peace beftow. 

Where flowers of Eden ever-vernal grow ! 355 

Depart the ftreams that o'er inchanted ground, 

In lucid maze, Aoniah vales furround.! 

Bid all the rofy feats of eafe ferewel. 

Where love and gay delight forever dwell ! 

Thefe fcenes to indolence the fpirits thrill, j6o 

And o'er the foul Lethean dews diftil : 

Colleft thy powers ! arpufe thy vital fire ! 

Ye fpirits of the ftorm my verfe infpire ! 

Hoarfe' as the whirlwinds that enrage the main. 

In torrent po\ir along the fwelUng ftrain \ 365 

Now, ithfo the parting wave impetuous bore. 
The fcudding veffel ftem'd th' Athenian fhqre ; 
The Pilots o'er her quarters ftill infped: 
Each chacing billow, and her coyrfe direft j 
The fteerfmen every bidden t\jrn apply 370 

The Whirling fpokes in fwiff fucceflion fly. 
As fome bold leaders, on the broken rear. 
To guard a vanquifh'd hoft's retreat, appear ; 
Indignant they recede and long oppofe 
Superior armies that around them clofe ; 375 

O z Stii; 
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Still fhield the flanks, the routed fquadrons join, 
And guide the flight in one continued line. 

Thus they conduft the flying bark before 
Th' impelling floods that lafli her to the fliore : . 
Up-roll'd they rife, in firey radiance bright, 380 
The poop o*er-towring with enormous height : 
With laboring throes flie rolls on either fid^j 
And dips her gunnels in the yawning tide ; 
Thus ftrain'd, h^r joints in ficken'd languor play, 
As ice-flftkes ji^rt beneath the potent ray. 385 

The Waft: howls doleful thro the blocks and flarouds, 
And big rains burft alternate from the clouds : 
At each maft-head, difiiifing livid ray? 
Amid the gloom, volatic mpteors blaze : 
From wintry magazines, that fweep the iky, 
Defcending jglobes of hail impetuous fly : 
A mournful contraft Heaven's profound myades, 390 
That now is bury'd in impervious fliades, " 

Now, flafliinjg roupd intolerable light. 
Redoubles all the horror of the night : .391^ 

Such flaming horror Amos' * fon foretold 
Ppivn-rufliing on th' Aflyrian King of old ; 

* Ifaiah, chap. xxx% 

I * . SucH 
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/ 

Such horror, Sinai*s trembling hill tfcrfpred. 
When Heaven's loud clarion thundered from it's hc^. 
Agaft on declf the .fliivering wretches ftood, 400 

While Fear and chill Defpaircongeal'd their blood. 
And lo ! all-terrible The Kikg of Kings 
Tliro the fad fky, array'd in lightning, fprings : 
Tremendous panoply ! his right arm bare, 
Redrburning, flioots deftruftion thro the air ! ' 405 
Hark ! his ftrong voice the difmal filence breaks. 
Mad Chaos from the chains of Death awakes ! 
Wide-burfts in dazzling Iheets the fulphur'd flame. 
And dread concuflion rends th' ethereal frame. 
J<Jot fiercer tremors fhook the world beneath, -^ 4^0 
When, writhing in the pangs of cruel death. 
The facred Lord of Life rcfign'd his breath. 
Loud and more loud the roaring peals enlarge. 
And blue on deck the firey tides difchargc ; 
Sick earth convulfive groans from pole to pole. 
And Nature Ihuddering feels the horrid roll : 41^ 
Thou wouldft have thought eternal ruin, hurl'd 
From Heaven, burft down all-blazing on the world. 

The retrofpeft (lands full before my fight, 

Jlevieard in all it's mournful fhade and light j 

*Evcn 
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Even now my cat, with quick vibration, feels 420 

Til* cxplofion bufft in ftrong-reb<^unding peals 5 

Swift thro my pulfcs glides the kindling fire. 

As lightning quivers on th* elcftric wire. 

But ah ! the languid colors vainly ftrive 

To bid the fcene in native hues revive* 425 



. But lo 1 at laft, from ftven-fold darknefs borft,' 

Forth-iffues now long-hop'd the livid morn.' 

Hail, facred vifioQ ? >tio. On orient wing, 

The cheering dewfe of light propitious bring : 

All Nature fmiling hails the vivid ray, , 430 

And gives her beajuties to returning day : 

All but our ftiip, that toft on raging feas. 

Can find no gleam of hope, no dawn of eafe : 

For, from the top, emerging, now they, fee 

The rifing hills of Greece along the lee. 435 

So the loft lover views that fatal morn 

On which, for ever from his bofom torn. 

The maid ador'd refigns her blooming charms. 

Decreed to blefs the happy bridegroom*s arms. 

So to Eliza dawn'd that cruel day 440 

That fnatcht Aeneas from her fight away-, 

Thai: 
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That, never to return, beheld him' fly 
And leave' the nymph in deep defpair to die. 
O yet in clouds> thou genial fource of light, 
Obfcure. thy living glories from our fight ! 445 

Let no vain Iplcndor of thy fmiling beam 
Contraft the dreadful grandeur of my theme ! 
Go, with thy fmiles, adorn the happy plain, 
And'gild the fcenes where^eafe and pleafure reign ! 
But let dark horror here alone prefide, 450 

Moft fit the tragic incidents to guide. 

But now, while morning-beams the Iky o*eripread. 

Fall rife the fable Attic hills a-head. ' 

Swift o*er the roaring flood the veflTel flics. 

And all confcft St* George's clifi^s arife j 4^^^ 

Above the reft a conic crag is fcen. 

That ftands fuperior on a barren green : 

Huge breakers on the larboard bow appear. 

And full a-hcad it's eafl:ern ledges bear. 

To Heer more eaftward Albert ftill commands. 

And fliun, if poflible, the fatal Arands. 

Nearer and nearer now the danger grows. 

And all, their flcill relentlcfs Fates oppofe -, 

For, 
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For, when the prow more eaftward they diredt, 
Enormous floods burft o*er the quivering deck, 465 
While, as Ihe wheels, unable to fubdue 
. Her curves, they ftill expeft to broach her to *. 
Alarmihg thought ' for now no naore a-lee 
The trembling fide could bear the mouptaiii'd fea : 
And if p urfuing waves Ihe feud before, 470 

Headlong fhe runs upon the frightful fliore ; 
A (hore where fhelves and hidden rocks abound. 
And death appears in horrid forms around. 
Thus, while as yet a ray of fafety gleams. 
They guide their bark between the dire extremes. 475 

Not half fo dreadful to Aeneas' eyes. 
The ftraits of Sicily were fcen to rife. 

When Palinurus from the helm defcry'd 

The rocks of Scylla on his ipaftem fide, 

While, in the Weft with fatal yawn difclosM, 480 

His onward courfe Charybdis* gulf opposed : 

• The great difficulty of fteering the (hip before the fea at this 
tim€ is occaiioned by it's ftriking her on the quarter when flic 
makes the leaft angle on either fide, which often forces her ftem 
round, and brings her broadfide to the wind and fea, and is only 
an effedl of the iame caufe that is explained before. See th& bdl 
no^e of Canto 2d. 

$ Tha 
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^he doiible dangers he alternate viewed,' 
And cautioufly his arduous path purfu'd. 



^ So they attempt St. George's fhoals to clear!, 
Which clofe beneath the larboard * beam appear. 48^ 
With terrible irruption, burftihg o'er 
The marble cliffs, tremendous furges roar : 
Hoarfe thro the vales the raging tetfipefl; raves^ 
And hollow rocks repeat the groan of waves. 
Should once the bottom ftrikc this cruel fliore, 490* 
The parting fliip that mftant is no more 5 
Nor fhe a:lone, but with her all the crew, 
' Beyond relief, ^re doom'd to perifh too t 
But haply flie efcapes the dreadful ftrand, 
Tho fcarcc her length in diftance from the land. 49^ 
Swift, as the weapon quits the Scythian bow. 
The burning billowS pirt beneath her prbw 5 
And forward hurrying with intpetuous hafte. 
Born on the tempeft's wings, the ifle ihe paff» 
In all the torture of th' afflifted mind, 50G! 

They view and leave the fafe domains behind* 

• Any difbnce dirc^Iy abreaft of the fliip, or on a line with 
her beamSy is called on the beam ; before the beam is any angle 
from that right line towards the ftem^ or fore and aft line, which 
lyes at right angles with it. 

P Would 
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'^yould all the wealth bellow that India yields. 
To pafs alive s^nd fafe to yonder fields; 



When, doom'd forever to Peruvian mines. 
The fetter d viftim realms of day refigns, 505 

Tho in th* abyfs, where joy lefs midnight reigns. 
Forlorn he drags Oppreflion's galling chains. 
Not half fuch pangs his bofom agonize. 
When up to diftant light he roUs his eyes. 
Where the broad fun, in his diurnal way, 51a 

Imparts to all befide his vivid ray, 
While loft to hope the captive thinks in vain 
Of fcenes he never muft behold again. 



But now Athenian mountains they dcfcry. 
And tall Colonna rears it's head on high, 515 

Where marble columns, long by time defac'd, 
Mofs-cover*d on the lofty cape are plac'd. 
There rear'd by fair Devotion to fuftain 
In ancient times Tritgnia's facred faiie. 
The circling beech in murderous form appears, 520 

Decifive goal of all their hopes and fears ! 

The 
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The featnen oow in wild amazement fee 

The fccne of ruin rife beneath the lee : 

Voraginous, alpng the furgeJaflit ftrand, 

Death's horrid jaws" that never clofe expand. ^15 

The veffel, while the dread event draws nigh^ 

More rapid, more impatient feems to fly ; 

Swift ffom their minds elapfe all dangers paft. 

As, dumb with terror, thiey behold the laft • 

In every vein the refluent blood congeals, 5J0 

And every* bofoni mortal tremor feels. 

The mpmcnt fraught with fate approaches faft, 

While thronging faiiors climb each.fhivering maft ; 

The fliip np longer now muft ftemthe land, 

And, *^ hard a ftarboard !" is the laft command : S25 

While every fuppliant voice to Heaven applies. 

The prow fwift wheeling to the weftward flies ; 

The yards to ftarboard all were fl:iarply urac'd ; 

Twelve feilors up the fore-Cij.t-harpings * hafte j 

Defperate ^fylum ! cka/g-d with fatal woe ! 54^? 

For lo ! while dips immerii the pjunging prow, 

DoWn-preft by watery weigjit tlie bowfprit bends. 

And, loofen'd o'er the ftem, deep-crafhing rends : 

« Cat-harpings are ropes which draw in the flirottds parallel td 
the yard, that th* viird may the more eafily be braced iharp. 

^ p 2 Beneath 
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Beneath the bow the floating ruins lie ; 

The fore-maft tptteys pnAiftain^d on high, .545 

And, as Ihe rifes on th* up-lifting fca, 

iWith all it's load down-tuinblc$ o*cr the Ice ; 

Falling, it bears a lamentable fcream. 

And hurls the $rugglii)g >vretches in the ftream % 

jWhile, in the icommon wreck, the twifting fiay * 550 

Drags the main-top maft by the cap awajr. 

^They try oppofing floods to mount in vain, 

'And, panting, wpuld the yelTers fide regain : 

jWeak hope, alas ! they buSet long the wave^ 

,And grafp at life, tl)o finking in the grave : sSSi 

Till all exhayfted, and bereft of ftrength, 

» 

They yield tg F?te'§ unerring ftrokc at length ; 
The burying waters clofe around their head 
^^hcy link forever, numbered with the dead ! 

Thofe who remain the weathcr-flu^ouds embrace, 5 69 
Nor longer mourn their loft companions' cafe : 
Transfixt with terror at th' approaching doom^ 
l^elf-pity in their' breafts abne has room : 

* 

f The main top-malt ftay comes to the fofe-mafl head, and 
(gnftquently depends upon the fpre-maft as it's fupport. 
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yet Albert, RoDMOND, with Pal'emon near. 
And young Arion on the maft appear j 56$ 

Even they, amid thi' upfpedkablc diftrefs, 
in «very look diftra&ing thoughts confefs^ 
iBe^irt with, all the horror of the main 
They view j:h* adjacerit ihore, but view in vain, 
iSuch torments in the drear abodes of hell, 5^9 

Where fad Defpair laments lyith rueful yell 5 
Such torments lacerate the damned breaft. 
That fees remote. the manfions of the Weft ; 
Heaven's faving aid their fuppliant cries implore, 
]But Heaven, relentlefs ! deigns to aid no more. 5^^ 

Ye facred Ihades ! whofe rifles reform the heart, 

fixA footh the p^ons by celeftial art, 

' ■> . 

With lenient balm allay the fmart of woe. 

And virtue and tranquillity beftow I 

Ah ! would your facred influence triumph here, 580 

Where courage, vigor, hope fubmit to fear ? 

Altho you teach us at the lateft breath 

To fmile fer^ije amid the pangs of death 5 

/tilas ! th' exalted lefhires here muft fail, 

Ifor all tl>* el^borace fqence ought avail, 584 
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Immortri Zeno's feif would, trembling, fee 

Inexorable Fate beneath the lee : 

' • • • , - , 

And Epictetus at the fight in vain 

Attempt his fljoicfirmnefs'to retain : 

Had Soc R A T E i, for godlike virtue fam -d g^ 

And Wifeftof the fons frf- men proclaim'd, 

*iBpe(9:ator of fiich various horrors been. 

Even he^fead ftagger'd*at thi^ dreadful feene. 



'4' 
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It comfes ! the dire cataftrophe draws near, ' 
Lalht^Jfuribus on by E)eftiny feverc ! 595 

^he (hip lifahgs hovering on the verge of death, 
Hell yawns; rocks^rife, and breakers roar beneath* 
Since I, alttrembKhg in extreme diftrefs, 
^uft ftill the horrible reiult exprefs j- . 
O yet confirm my heart, ye pDwem^bove! - 6o# 
This laft tremendous -Ihocl: of Fate to prove : A 
<rhjc .tottering frame of rcafon yet Taftaip ! ' 
Nor Jet fliis total havoc whirl my brain 1 



» 



In vain, Alas ! the axes were prepared. 
For every wave now finites the quivering yard * ; 605 

' * At this time the Tea ran fo bi^b,. th&l it was knpo(£ble teg 
' dcfcend from the mail-head without being waihed overboard. 

High 
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High o'er the deck they fprcad a dreadful ihadc^ 
Then deluge down in terribk cdfcade^ 
Acrofs the fotirider'd deck o'erwhelmin^ roar. 
And foaming) fwelliog, bound upon the ihore : 
Swift up the mounting billow now fhe flies, 6iQ 
Her fhatter'd top half-buried in the. Ikies, /. . 
Then headlong plunging thisnders on the jgtovmd-^ . 
Earth groans ! air tremblers ! and the deeps refound !: 
Hct ponderous bulk the dire toncuflion feels. 
And o*er up-heaving furges wounded reels, €i^ 

Again fhe plunges, hark ! a fecond fhock 
Splits wide her bottom on the marble rock ! 

Down on the vale df death, with difmal cries, 

♦ 

* 

The fated vicftimsfhuddering roll their eyes 

In wild defpair, while yet another flrokc 620 

With flrong convulfion rends the folid oak : 

Ah Heaven ! behold her mighty frame divides,' 

And, crafhing, burfling, fpreads in ruin o*er the tides ! 

O ! could my fong with facred Maro*s art 
Awake to fympathy the feeling heart ! 625 

Like him the frnqoth an! mournful numbers drefs 

III all the pornr; of e::qiuf;::: diftrefs ! 

■ • ■ ■ ■ Then, 
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Thcff, too feverely taught by cruel Fate 

To fuffcr all the perils I relate. 

Then might I with unrivard ftrains deplore 62& 

Th* impervious horrors of a leeward Ihorcy 

As o'er, the furf ihe fetending mafin-Tttaft hung^ 

Still on the rigging thirty feamen clung ; 

Some on a broken crag are ftruggling cafty 

And there by oozy tangles grapple faft • 63:^' 

Awhile they bear th* overwhelming billow's ragey 

And with their fate unequal combat wage i 

Till all benumb'd and feeble they forego 

Their flippery hold, and fink to fhades below' : 

Some, from the main-yard-arm impetuous thrown 640 

Againft the ridges^ die without a groan'. 

Three with Palemon on their fkill depend. 

And from the wreck on oars and rafts defcend. 

Now on the mountain wave on high they ride. 

Then downward plunge beneath th* involving tide j 645 

Till one, who feems in agony to ftrive. 

The whirling breakers heave on Ihore alive j 

The reft a fpeedier end of anguilh knew. 

And preft the ftony beech, a lifclefs crew ! 

ft Next 
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Next, O unhappy chief! th* eternal doom 650 
Of heaven decreed thee to the briny tonib ! 
What fcenes of mifery prefent thy view ! 
What painful ftruggles of thy dying crew ! 
Thy perilh'd hopes all-buried in the flood, 
O'erlpred with corfes ! red with human blood. 65$ 
So pierc'd with anguifh hoary Priam gaz'd. 
When Troy^s imperial domes in ruin blaz'd. 
While he, fcvercft forrow doomed to feel. 
Expired beneath the viftor*s murdering fteeL 
Thus with his helplefs partners till the lait, $6m 

Dire refuge ! Albert hugs the floating maft > 
His foul could yet fuftain this mortal blow. 
But droops, alas 1 beneath fuperior woe 5 
For now ftrong nature's fympathetic chain 
Tugs at his yearning heart with powerful ftrain ; 66$ 
His faithful wife forever doom'd to mourn 
For him, ala^ ! who never (hall return j 
To black adverfity's approach exposed, 
With want and hardftiips unforefeen enclosed : 
His lovely daughter left without a friend, 676 

Her innocence to fuccour arid defend, 

4 Bjf 



I 
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By. youth and indigence fet forth a prey 
To lawlefs guilt, that flatters to betray— 
While thefe refledtions rack his feeling mind, 
RoDMOND, who hung befide, his grafp refign'd, 675 
And, as the tumbling waters o'er him roll*d,. 
His out-ftrecht arms the Matter's legs enfold 
Sad Albert feels the diflblution near, 
And ftrives in vain his fetter'd limbs tq clear j 
For death bids every clinching joint adhere. J 68<> 
All-faint, to heaven he throws his dying eyes. 
And, " O proteft my wife and child !'* he cries : 
The guihing ftreams roll back th* unfinifh'd found ! 
He gafps ! he dies I and tumbles to the ground ! 

Five only left of all the perifh'd throng, 685 

Yet ride the pine that (horeward drives along ; 
With thefe Arion ftill his hold fecures. 
And all th* aflaults of hoftile waves endures. 
0*er the dire profpeft as for life he ftrives. 
He looks if ppor Palemon yet furvives. 690 

Ah wherefore, trufting to unequal art, 
Didit thou» incautious I from the wreck depart ? 

Alas I 
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Alas ! thefe rocks all human (kill defy, 

Who ftrikes them once, beyond relief muft die : 

And now fore-wounded, thou perhaps art toft 695 

On thefe, or in fome oozy cavern loft ; 

Thus thought Arion, anxious gazing round. 

In vain, his eyes no more Palemon found. 

The demons of deftruftibn hover nigh, 

And thick their mortal ftiafts commiflion'd fly : 700 

Ar^d now a breaking furge, with forceful fway. 

Two next Arion furious tears away. 

HurFd on the crags, behold, they gafp ! they bleed ! 

And groaning, cling upon th* elufive weed ! 

Another, billow burfts in boundlefs roar ! 705 

AatON finks ! and Memory view3 no ipore !' • 



Ha ! , total night and horror here prefide ! 
My ftun'd ear tingles to the whizzing tide ! 
It is the funeral knell ! and gliding near, 
Methinks the phantoms of the dead appear ! — .71a 

But lo ! emerging from the watery grave, 
Again they float incumbent on the wave ! 

0^2 Again 



ii6 THE S H I P W R E C 1^. 

Again the difqtial profpeA opens ipfind. 

The wreck, the fhores, the dying and the drowjDi'4 ! 

And fee ! enfeebled by repeated flipcJ^s, 715 

Thofe two whp fcrambk on th* adjacent rocks. 

Their faithlcfs hold no longer can retain. 

They fink overwhelmed, and never rife agaiii I 



Two with Ar ION yet the mafl: upbore. 
That now above the ridges reacht the (horc : 720 
Still trembling to defcend, they downward gaze 
With horjor pale, and torpid with amaze : 
The floods recoil ! the ground appears below ! 
And life's faint embers now rekindling glow : 
Awhile they wait th* exhaufted wav^s retreat, 7215 
Then climb flow up the beech with hands and feet. 
O heaven ! delivered by whofe fovereign hand. 
Still on'^the brink of hell they fliuddering ftand. 
Receive the languid incenfe they befl:ow, 
That damp with death appears not yet to glow. 730 
To thee each foul the warm oblation pays. 
With trembling ardor, of unequal praifc j ' 
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In every heart diiinay with wonder ftriycs. 
And Hope the ficken'd fpark of life revives ; 
Her magic powers their exil'd health reftore, 735; 
Till hdrror aad de^air are felt no more, 

1 

A troop of Greciaiis who inhabit nigh, 
And oft thefp perils of the deep defcry, 
Jlous'd by the bluftering tempeft of the night. 
Anxious had clim*d Colonna's neighboring height ; 743 
When gazing downward on th* adjacent flood. 
Full to their view the fcene of ruin flood ; 
The furf with mangled bodies ftrew'd around ! 
And thofe yet breathing on the fea-walht ground ! 

Tho loft to fcience and the nobler arts, 745 

Yet nature's lore informed their feeling hearts ; 
Strait down the vale with haftenbg fteps they hied, 
f h* ynhappy fuflferers to alfift and guide. 

Mean while thofe three efcap'd beneath explQre, 
The firil adventurous youth who reacht the flxorc ; 
Panting, with eyes averted from the day, 750 

Prone, helplefs, on the tangly beech he lay 

It 
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ItispALEMON! — oh! what. tumults roll 

With hope and terror in Arion's foul ! 

If yet luihurt he lives again to view 755 

His friend and this fole remnant of our crew ! ' 

With us to travel thro' this foreign zone. 

And (hare the future good or ill unknown. 

Arion thus 5 but ah ! fad doom of fate ! 

That bleeding Memory forrows to relate, 760 

While yet afloat on fomc refifting rock. 

His ribs were dafht arid. fra6bur*d with the fhock : 

Heart-piercing fight ! thofe cheeks fo late arrayed 

In beauty's bloom, are pale with mortal fhade ! 

Diftilling blood his lovely breaft o'erfpred, y6s 

Aifid clog'd the golden treffes of his head : 

Nor yet the lungs by this pernicious ftroke 

Were wounded, or the vocal organs, broke. 

Down from. his neck with blazing gems array'd. 
Thy image, lovely Anna ! hung portray'd ; 770 
Th* unconfcious figure fmiling all ferene, 
Sufpended in a golden chain was fcen : 

Hadft thou, foft maiden ! in this hour of woe, 

1 

Beheld him writhing from the deadly blow. 

What 
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What force of art, what language could exprefs 775 
Thine agony ? thine exquilite diftrefs ? . 

But thou, alas ! art doom*d to weep in vain 
For him thine eyes fluU never fee again! 
With dumb amazement fmote, Arion gaz'd. 
And cautioufly the wounded youth upraised i 780 
Palemon then, with cruel pangs oppreft. 
In faultering accents thus his friend addreft. 

" O refcu'd from deftruftion late fo nigh, 

> 

«' Beneath whofe fatal influence doom'd I lie j 

" Are we then exird to this laft retreat 785 

*« Of life, unhappy ! thus decreed to meet ? 

" Ah ! how unlike what yefter-morn enjoy'd, 

*^ Inchanting hopes, forcvel: now deftroy'd ! 

" For wounded far beyond all healing power, 

" Palemon dies, and this his final hour : 79Q 

«' By thofe fell breakers, where in vain I ftrove, 

*• At once cut off from fortune, life and love ! 

" Far other fcenes muft foon prefent my fight, 

^^ That lie deep-buried yet in tenfold night, 

*' Ah ! wretched father of a wretched fon, ygg 

^ Whom thy paternal prudence has undone ! 
• • "How 
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*« How will remembrance of this blinded care 

*« Bend down thy head with anguifli and deipair ! 

*• Such dire efFeds from avarice arife, 

** That deaf to nature's voice, and vainly wife, ^oo 

•* With force fevere endeavours to control 

** The nobleft paffions that infpire the foul. 

** But O Thou sacred Powir ! whofe law conne<9Ss 

** Th* eternal chain of caufes and cffedfcs, 

" Let not thy chaftening minifters of rage 805 

•' Afflift with fharp rcmbrfe his feeble age ! , 

N. 

** And you, Arion ! who with thefe the laft 

*« Of all our crew furvive the Shipwreck paft 

^* Ah ! ceafe to mourn ! thofe friendly tears reftrain ? 

" Nor give my dying moments keener pain ! 810 

*^ Since heaven may foon jthy wandering fteps reftore, 

" When parted hence to England's diftant fhore j 

" Shouldft thou, th' unwilling meffenger of fate, 

" To him the tragic ftory firft relate, 

" Oh ! friendfliip's generous ardor then fupprefs ! 81^ 

" Nor hint the fatal caufc of my diftrefs, 

" Nor let each horrid incident fuftain 

*^ The lengthened talc to aggravate his pain* 

« Ahf 
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** Ah ! then mnember well my laft requ^f^ . 

I 

** For fier who reigns forever in my brie^ft^ 820 
" Yet let him puovc a father and a friend^. .> 

^^ The helplefs maid to fdccour anil defend* . > 
*^ Say 1 this fuit implor'd with parting breath, 
•' So heaven befriend him at his hour of death ! > 
^* But oh ! to lovely Anna (hoxildft thou tell . .825 
What dire, untimely* end thy friend befeU 
Draw p*er the difmal fcene foft pity*s veil, 
*< And lightly touch the lamentable tale : . , 

^ Say that my lovc> inviolably true. 

No change no diminution ever knew ^ 830 

Lo i her bright image, pendent on my neck, 
" Is all Palemon refcu'd from the wreck ; 
" Take it and fay, whi^n. panting in the wave, 
^' I ftruggkd Ufe and this alond to fave I 
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'• My foul, that fluttering haftens to be free, 835 
Would yet a train of thoughts impart to thee, 

*' But ftrives in vain the chilling ice of death 

Coiigeals my blood, and choaks the ftream of b^reath : 
Relign*d, Ihe quits her comfortlefs abode, 

^ To courfe that long, unknown, eternal road — 84Q 

R «* O ever- 
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« O ever-living fcurce of facod light I 

•* Conduft' the vparf wanderer in lier flight ! 

*' Direft her onward to that peaceful fhohe^ 

«* Where peril, pain and death prevail no morof ' 



« When thou fome taleof haplefslove Ihalt hear, 845 
•* That ftcals from pity's eye the melting tear, 
•* Of two chafte hearts, by mutual paffion joln'd, 
*^ To abfence, forrow and defpwr confign'd, 
•< O ! then> to fweU the tides of focial woe, 
•^ That heal th* affiided bofom they overflow, 850* 
** While Mbmorv diftates, this dire Shipwreck tell^ 

And what diftrefs thy wretched friend befel ! 

Then while,, in ftreams of foft compaffimi drown*d^ 
•* The Iwaina lament and maidens weep around ; 
•<^ And Kfping children, toucht with infant fear, ^55 
•* With wonder gaze and drop th* unconfcious tear t 
" O ! then this moral bid their fouls retain^ 
** jiU though is of bappimfs on earth are vain *.'*' 



<( 



ti 



fed fcilicet ultima femper J 
Expedanda dies homini ; dicique heatus 
JnU obitmn ntmji^emaqufmtra debet, 

Ovid, Metanu lib. y 
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The laft faint accents trembled on his tongue, 
That now inadive to the palate clung -, 

His bofom heaves a mortal groan he dies 1 

And fhades eternal fink upon his eyes 1 



As thus defac'd in death Palemon lay, 865 

Arion gaz'd upon the lifelefs clay, • 
Transfix t he flood, with awful terror fiU'd, 
While down his cheek the filent drops diftiPd. 
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" O ill-ftar'd votary of unfpottcd truth ! 

<^ Untimely perilh'd in the bloom of youth, $y^ 

Should e'er thy friend arrive on Albion's land, 
He will obey, tho painful, thy demand : 
His tongue the dreadful ftory Ihall difplay, 
And all the horrors of this difmal day ! 
Difaftrous day ! what ruin haft thou bred ! 875 
What anguifli to the living and the dead 1 
How haft thou left the widow all-forlorn. 
And ever doomed the orphan child to mourn ( 
Thro life's fad journey hopelefs to complain ! 

^* Can facred juftice thefe events ordain ? 880 

R 2 ** But 
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" But O my foul ! avoid that wondcrous maze 
•^ Where Reafon, loft in cndlefs error, ftrays ! 
*' As thro this thorny vale of life we mn, 

ft 

*^ Great Cau^e of all effedts, Tiy will be done /" 

Now had the Grecians on the beech arrived, 885 
To aid the helplefs few who yet furvivM : 
While pafling they behold the waves o'erfpred 
With fhatter'd rafts and corfes of the dead. 
Three ftill alive, benumbed and faint they find. 
In mournful filence on a rock reclin'd. 809 

The generous natives, mov'd with focial pain. 

The feeble ftrangers in their arms fuftain 5 
With pitying fighs their haplefs lot deplore. 
And lead them trembling from the fatal fhore* 
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npHE. fcene of deadi i$ clos'd, the mournful ftrains 

ViSblvt in dying languors on the ear : 
Yet Pity weeps, yet Sympathy complains. 
And dumb Suspencs awaits overwhelmed with fear« 



But, O fad Memory ! thou, whofe confcious power 
O'er all prefides fince that event befel, 

It'^ links of future woe before his hour, 
In (orrowful connexion chain'd, canft tell. 



From 
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From young Arion firft the news receiv'd. 
With terror pale unhappy Anna read j 

With inconfolable diftrefs flie griev'd, 
And from her cheek the rofe of beauty fled. 



» ^ / 



In vain, alas ! the gentle virgin wept, 
Corrofive anguifh nipt her vital bloom 5 

0*cr her foft f^ibric ftern difeafes crept,. 
And gave the lovely vidim to the tomb. 



A longer date of woe the wi4ow'<;i wife 
Her lamentable lot afflifted bore ; 

Yet bgth were refcu*d from the chains of life, 

... f • « 

Before Arion reacht his native fhore. 



The Father unrelenting phrepzy ftung, 
Untaught in Virtue's fchool diftrefs to bear : 

Severe remorfe his tortur'd bofom wruno-. 
He languifh'd, groan'd, and perilh'd in dcfpair. 



But 
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But O, Palkmon ! if thy fhade can hear 

The voice of Friendship ftill lament thy doom ; 



Yet to the fad oblation bend thine ear. 
That breathes in vocal incenfe Q*er thy tomb. 



Ye lofl: companions of diftrefs adieu ) 

Your toib and pains and dangers are no more : 

The tempeft now fhall howl unheard by you. 
And ocean fmite in vain the trembling fhore. 



\ \ 



On you, the blaft, furcharg^d with rain and fnow^ 
In winter's difmal nights no more lliall beat : 

Unfelt by you the vertic fun may glow. 

And fcorch the panting earth with baneful heat.^ 



* No more the joyful Maid, the fprightly ftrain 

Shall wake the dance to give you welcome home i 

Nor hopelefs Love impart undying pain, 

* ■ 

When far from fcencs or fecial joy you roamJ 



No 
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No more on yon wide watery wafte you ftrayi 
While hunger and difeafef your life confume^ 

While parching thirft, that burns without allay. 
Forbids the blafted rofe of health to bloom. 



No more you feel Contagion's mortal breath 
Ttiat taints the realms with mifery fevere : 

No more, behdd pale Famine, fcalxcring death. 
With cruel ravage defolate the year. 



The thundering drum, the trumpet's fwclling ftrain. 
Unheard Ihall form the long embattled line : 

Unheard, the deep foundations of the main 
Shall tremble when the hoftile fquadrons join. 



Since grief, fatigue and hazards ftiU molelt 
The wandering vaflals of the faithlels deep, 

O ! happier now efcap'd to endlefs reft. 
Than we who ftill furvive to wake and weep. 



What 
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What tho ho funeral pomp, no borrowed tear, 
Your hour of death tp gazing crouds fhall tell 5 

Nor weeping friends attend your fable bier. 
Who fadly liten to the pafllng bell ' 



The tutored figh, the vain parade of woe, 
No real anguifli to the foul impart ; 

^nd oft, alas ! the tear that friends beftow. 
Belies the latent feelings of the heart. 



What tho no fculptur'd pile difplays! your name. 
Like thofe who perifh in their country*s caqfe j 

What tho no epic Mufe in living lays 

Records your dreadful daring with applaufe. 



JpuU oft the flattering marble bids renown. 
With blazon'd trophies deck the fpotted pame 

iVnd oft, too oft, the venal Mufes crown 
fhe flftycs of vice with ncyer-dying fame. 



Yc5 
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Yet Ihall Remembrance fromOBtivioN-s v<il:. 

Relieve your fcene, and figb l^ith grief fHiccrc# 
And foft Compassion at your tr^c tale. 

In filcnt tribute pay her kindred tc»r. 



V . « 
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.THE END. 
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